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Season*  Greetings  I 
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Band-Aid  Plasters 
Band-Aid  Plasters 
Contac  400  Capsules 
Contac  400  Capsules 
Disprin  Tablets 
Disprin  Tablets 
Hiltone  Lightener 
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Nulon  Hand  Cream 
Nulon  Hand  Cream 
Palmolive  Toilet  Soap 
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Sunsilk  Hair  Spray 
Sunsilk  Shampoo 
Sunsilk  Shampoo 
Vaseline  Jelly  White 
Vaseline  Jelly  White 
Dr.  Whites  Sanitary  Towels 
Dr.  Whites  Sanitary  Towels 
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241/2p 

economy 
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38p 
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magnum 
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19p 
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13p 
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size  1 

20%  p 

18p 

size  2 

23p 

2072p 

rhe  SXVKSIGlERS  Group  of  Companies 


843 


Chemist 
aDruggist 

22/29  December  Vol.  200  No.  4892/3 

The  newsweekly  for  pharmacy 
115th  year  of  publication 


Contents 


itor  Arthur  Wright,  FPS,  DBA 

juty  Editor  R.  E.  Salmon  MPS 

rkets  Editor  W.  S.  Bowman,  MPS,  MIPharmM 

:hnical  Editors  Adrienne  de  Mont,  B  Pharm,  MPS 
F.  Preece,  BSc,  MPS 

>rmation  Service  I.  H.  Cotgrove 

:e  List  Mary  Mackintosh 

rertisement  Manager  James  Lear 

/ertisement  Executives 

-oster-Firth,  MPS 
in  Thelwell 

iduction  G.  Jenner 
ntents  © 

2>2> 
2>2> 

iicial  organ  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
land  and  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
rthern  Ireland 

tmber  Audit  Bureau  of  Circulations 


Comment  □  The  emergency 

845 

□  Care  promotion 

845 

Higher  notional  salary  and  profit  for  contractors 

846 

New  oxygen  claim  submitted 

846 

Nl  information  service  for  chemists 

846 

"Hidden  discrimination"  in  the  drug  industry? 

847 

Exemptions  for  pharmacies  during  emergency 

848 

The  Xrayser  column:  Care 

849 

Open  shop:  EEC  —  whither  pharmacy? 

852 

Author  "down  in  the  dumps" 

852 

Company  profile:  Thomas  Kerfoot  &  Co  Ltd 

853 

The  story  of  Boots 

854 

Sangers'  turnover  up  but  net  profit  down 


855 


new  secretary  for  the  Statutory 
Dmmittee  (see  p  849) 


Appointments  855 
Coming  Events  856 
Company  News  855 
Deaths  849 
Market  News  856 


New  Products  850 

On  TV  Next  Week  851 

People  849 

Trade  News  851 

Classified  Advertisements  857 


Published  Saturdays  by  Benn  Brothers  Ltd 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 
Editorial  and  Advertisement  Offices 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA  (01-353  3212)  Telex  27844 
Regional  Advertisement  Offices 

Midlands:  240-244  Stratford  Rd,  Shirley,  Solihull,  Warwicks 
021-744  4427 

North  East:  Permanent  House,  The  Headrow,  Leeds  LS1  8DF 
0532  22841 

Scottish:  74  Drymen  Rd,  Bearsden,  Glasgow  041-942  2315 
North  West:  491  Chester  Rd,  Old  Trafford,  Manchester  M16  9HF 
061-872  5151  .  ^ 

Wesf  Country  and  South  Wales:  10  Badminton  Rd,  Downend, 
Bristol  BS16  6BQ— 0272  564827 


Subscription  Department:  Lyon  Tower,  125  High  Street,  Colliers  Wood, 
London  SW19.  Telephone  01-542  8575.  Subscription:  Home  and 
Overseas  £10  per  annum  30p  per  copy  (including  postage) 


844    Chemist  &  Druggist 


22/29  December  197: 


wrnaid 


REGD 


the  BRAND  LEADER 


^inlaid 

STERILE  ~ 

ffiSP  PACKS  j 


STERILE 
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Gauze  Pads 


OBTAINABLE  FROM  ALL 
WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS 


Conforming  to  the  Specification  of  the 

N.H.S.  Drug  Tariff 

Vernon-  Cams 

Limited 

PENWORTHAM  MILLS  • 

PRESTON 

LANCASHIRE 

Tel.  Preston  44493/6 

SANGERS  LIMITED 

(Wholesale  Chemists) 
INTERIM  STATEMENT 

The  Directors  of  Sangers  Limited  announce  that  the  Consolidated  Results 
(unaudited)  of  the  Group  for  the  half  year  ended  31st  August  1973  are 
as  shown  below.  Figures  for  the  previous  year  are  added  for  comparison 
but  do  not  include  those  relating  to  Evans,  Gadd  &  Company  Ltd., 
acquired  since  28th  February,  1973. 


Turnover 

Profit  on  Trading 

Computer  Development  Costs 

Profit  before  Taxation  .  . 

Corporation  Tax 

Net  Profit 

Dividend  on  Preference  Stock 


Profit   available    for  Ordinary 
Stockholders  of  Sangers 
Limited 

Earnings  per  Share 


Hall  Year 
to 

31.8.73 
£ 

23,286,000 
813,000 
25,000 
788,000 
382,000 
406,000 
1 3.000 
(net) 


£393,000 
6.36p 


Half  Year 
to 
31.8.72 

£ 

18,183,000 
744,000 

744,000 
298,000 
446,000 
19,000 
(gross) 


£427,000 
7.38p 


Full  Year 

tb-;.'i£i 

28.2.73 
£ 

37,493,000 
1,561,000 

1,561,000 
628,000 
933,000 
38,000 
(gross) 


£895,000 
15.46p 


Turnover  and  profits  would  have  been  greater  but  for  serious  shortages  in 
supplies. 

Stage  2  of  the  Government's  Counter  Inflation  Legislation  has  affected 
both  margins  and  staff  availability. 

The  computer  development  programme  is  well  ahead  of  schedule  and  it 
is  now  anticipated  that  the  computer  will  be  in  operation  prior  to  the  end 
of  our  financial  year. 

Taxation  has  been  charged  at  40%  for  one  month  and  50%  for  5  months 
as  compared  with  40%  for  the  year  ended  28th  February,  1973. 

Since  the  end  of  the  half  year  turnover  has  continued  to  show  an  increase 
although  it  is  still  affected  by  industrial  and  transport  difficulties  which 
are  continuing  to  influence  the  supply  situation. 

As  in  past  years  an  Ordinary  Dividend  will  be  recommended  when  the 
Accounts  for  the  whole  year  are  completed. 


Berk  Pharmaceuticals 
Limited 

regret  to  announce  the 
temporary  discontinuation 
of  all  discounts 
and  bonuses  during  the 
present  emergency. 
We  hope  to  resume 
normal  trading  as  soon  as 
the  supply  position 
permits. 


Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Limited, 
Shalford,  Surrey,  England. 
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The  emergency 

The  restrictions  on  the  use  of  power  and  lighting,  and 
current  postal  and  transport  problems,  are  affecting 
Chemist  and  Druggist  and  its  printer.  In  addition  the 
possible  effects  of  the  emergency  legislation  are  still 
being  ascertained  as  we  go  to  press — weekly  trade 
journals,  although  registered  as  newspapers  at  the 
Post  Office,  are  not  included  in  the  exemption  of 
newspapers  from  three-days-a-week  working. 

This  issue  bears  the  cover  date  December  22  and  29, 
and  it  may  well  be  that  future  issues  will  have  to  be 
similarly  combined  or  restricted  in  size.  However, 
subscribers  and  advertisers  are  assured  that  the 
publisher  and  printer  will  endeavour  to  maintain  the 
best  possible  service. 

All  copies  of  the  January  Price  List  have  now  been 
posted.  The  Price  List  supplement  included  with  this 
week's  issue  refers  to  the  January  List.  In  view  of 
possible  postal  delays  we  would  suggest  that 
subscribers  retain  the  December  15  Price  Supplement 
and  the  November  Price  List  until  they  receive  the 
January  List. 

Whilst  we  hope  to  maintain  the  Chemist  and 
Druggist  information  service  during  hours  of  permitted 
office  lighting,  we  can  only  deal  with  requests  from 
subscribers,  who  are  asked  to  restrict  their  use  of  the 
service  to  really  urgent  queries  (see  p. 848). 

The  budget 

All  retailers  will  be  breathing  a  sigh  of  relief  that  the 
dire  warnings  of  increases  in  the  rate  of  value  added 
tax  were  unfounded — for  the  moment  at  least.  We 
must  all  hope  that  the  measures  taken  in  the 
Chancellor's  winter  budget  to  restrict  Government 
spending  and  credit  will  render  any  such  move 
unnecessary  in  the  current  crisis.  Unfortunately,  VAT 
is  only  too  easy  a  tax  to  change  in  rate — for  those  who 
levy  the  tax,  that  is  ! 
What  is  not  known  at  the  time  of  going  to  press  is 


where  the  Health  Service  share  of  the  10  per  cent  cut 
in  Government  spending  on  "supplies,  goods  and 
services"  and  the  20  per  cent  cut  on  capital  expenditure 
will  fall.  On  health  centres?  On  hospital  running  costs? 
We  are,  however,  promised  that  spending  on  drugs, 
food,  surgical  equipment  and  dressings  will  not  be  cut. 

One  thing  upon  which  pharmacists  will  be  in  almost 
total  agreement:  "Hands  off  prescription  charges." 
A  time  of  national  emergency  would  be  no  time  to 
impose  greater  hardship  on  the  sick  ! 

Care  promotion 

As  we  go  to  press,  we  have  received  details  of  Care 
Chemists'  first  promotion.  While  we  reserve  judgment 
on  the  overall  advertising  campaign,  it  does  appear 
that  some  of  the  worst  fears  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Council  are  to  be  realised. 

To  head  the  advertisements :  "Meet  your  new 
Care  Chemist  .  .  .  you've  probably  known  him  for 
years  !"  and  to  combine  that  with  an  illustration  of  a 
"pharmacist"  is  to  personalise  the  campaign  on  the 
man  and  not  the  business.  It  is  a  dangerous  precedent. 

|  In  this  season  of  fuel  crises,  power  cuts  I 

and  travel  problems,  it  can  be  difficult  to 
keep  cheerful.  However,  the  Editor  and  staff 
j  of  Chemist  and  Druggist  agree  with  the  sentiment  | 

expressed  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  who  wrote: 
%  % 

"Heap  on  more  wood-the  wind  is  chill; 
|  But  let  it  whistle  as  it  will, 

a  We'll  keep  our  Christmas  merry  still!'  a 

g*  Marmion  §■ 

*  » 

We  wish  all  our  readers  and  advertisers  a 
happy  Christmas  and  a  prosperous  New  Year 


Selles  Dispensing  Chemists  Ltd  recently  opened  their  25th,  and  largest  branch  at  the  Bransholme  Centre,  an 
enclosed  shopping  precinct  serving  a  council  estate  of  30,000  people  in  Hull.  The  12-ft  wide  unobstructed 
entrance  seen  in  the  picture  (right)  leads  to  a  sales  area  of  2,500  sq  ft.  On  the  left  is  a60-ft  long  side  window. 
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Notional  salary  up  to  £3297, 
profit  margin  increases . . . 


The  Central  NHS  (Chemist  Contractors) 
Committee  and  the  Department  of  Health 
have  agreed  on  the  proprietor's  notional 
salary  and  the  profit  margin  per  prescrip- 
tion to  be  included  in  the  "balance  sheet" 
calculations  of  the  amounts  due  and  paid 
to  chemist-contractors  in  1973.  This  in- 
formation was  released  by  the  Committee 
last  week. 

The  agreed  figures  represent  the  maxi- 
mum increases  allowed  under  Stage  II 
counter-inflationary  legislation  ie  the 
notional  salary  has  been  increased  by  £1 
per  week  plus  4  per  cent  from  April  1973 
and  the  profit  margin  is  equivalent  to  a 
return  of  16  per  cent  on  capital  employed. 

The  overall  changes  in  payments  to  con- 
tractors during  the  past  three  years  are 
summarised  in  the  table  (above  right). 

Although  there  have  been  no  increases 
in  the  scale  of  fees  or  rate  of  oncost 
per  prescription  since  August  1972,  the 
"balance  sheet"  system  has  ensured  that 
remuneration  has  risen  by  11-9  per  cent  in 
1973  (11-5  per  cent  in  1972).  The  estimated 
index  of  average  salaries  has  increased  by 
10-6  per  cent  (11-6  per  cent  last  year)  and 
the  index  of  retail  prices  by  7-7  per  cent 
(8-2  per  cent  last  year). 

The  Committee  hopes  to  announce  a 
new  reduced  scale  of  discounting  of  net 
ingredient  costs  early  in  1974.  A  claim  for 
a  substantial  increase  in  rota  fees  is  wait- 
ing for  a  reply  from  the  Department. 

Results  of  the  overheads  costs  inquiry 
are  unlikely  to  be  available  before  Feb- 
ruary 1974  because  of  delays  in  the  new 
computer  arrangements  at  the  Department, 
and  failure  of  pharmacists'  accountants  to 
submit  annual  returns  from  the  pharma- 
cies in  the  sample. 

Replies  from  the  local  pharmaceutical 
committees  concerning  a  scheme  for  im- 
proved remuneration  for  essential  small 
pharmacies  are  to  be  examined  by  the 
original  subcommittee. 

The  Department  is  to  be  approached 
on  the  possibility  of  refund  to  the  chemist- 

Nl  information  service  for 
srmacists 

Ulster  Chemist  Association  members  with 
queries  concerning  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations will  in  future  be  able  to  make 
use  of  the  pharmacy  information  service 
of  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Belfast. 

The  service  has  been  run  for  some  time 
within  the  hospital  group,  but  recently  the 
pharmacy's  library  facilities  have  been  ex- 
tended, allowing  an  expansion  of  the  ser- 
vice. Dr  Marie  Maguire,  who  recently 
worked  at  St  Thomas'  Hospital,  London, 
is  the  pharmacist  responsible  for  the  ser- 
vice and  information  can  be  requested  by 
letter  or  telephone  (Belfast  40503,  exten- 
sion 240). 


contractor  of  part  of  the  costs  involved  in 
training  a  postgraduate  student  in  retail 
practice. 

The  Committee  is  concerned  about  the 
unsatisfactory  terms  in  the  advertisement 
for  the  pharmacist  adviser  to  the  Welsh 
Office.  The  Welsh  Office  are  to  be  asked 
to  discuss  this  appointment. 

A  conference  on  "The  responsibilities  of 
the  area  chemist  contractor  committee  in 
the  NHS  after  April  1  1974"  is  to  be  held 
at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  Brunswick 
Square,  February  24  at  11am. 


Fees 
On  cost 
Rota  etc 


P 

14-9 
5-5 
0-2 


1971 


£m 
39-7 
14-8 
0-5 


per  cent 
increase 

19-7 
60 

200 


P 

15-7 
6-3 
0-2 


1972 


£m 
43  4 
17-3 
0-6 


per  cent 
increase 
9-3 
17-4 
110 


P 

16-9 
6-8 
0-2 


20  6      550  15-6 
Notional  salary  £2,876  ( +  7-7  per  cent) 
Profit  margin  per  script  3-00p 
Nos  of  scripts  266-2m 
Net  ing.  cost  per  script  55-5p 


1973 


£m 
48-4 
19-6 
0-6 


(forecast) 
per  cent 
increase 

11-6 

130 


22-2      61-3      11-5  23-9  ~ 68^6  TTT~ 

£3,120  (  +  85  percent)  £3,297(£1  pw  +  4percent) 

316p  3-37p 

275-6m  286  0m 

60-0p  65-2p 


. . .  and  'more  logical'  claims  for  oxygen  pay 

The  Central  Committee  has  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  the  following  claims 
for  mcreased  remuneration  for  contractors  providing  oxygen  therapy  service: 
Hire  rental  on  each  set  and  stand:  an  annua!  payment  ot  £7-80  per  set  authorised  (pay- 
able at  65p  per  month);  an  annual  payment  of  £2-40  per  stand  authorised  (payable  at  20n 
per  month).  y 

Professional  fees: 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


(v) 


per  return  journey:    miles  each  way 

0-2$ 

24-5 

5-10 

10+ 

P 

P 

P 

P 

Delivery  of  set  and  cylinders 

—  during  normal  opening  hours 

250 

300 

350 

400 

—  between  the  time  the  premises  close  for  dispen- 

sing and  2100  hours  on  days  other  than  Sundays 

and  public  holidays 

400 

450 

500 

550 

—  between  2100  hours  and  the  time  the  premises 

open  for  dispensing  on  days  other  than  Sundays 

and  public  holidays  and  throughout  Sundays 

and  public  holidays 

550 

600 

650 

700 

Delivery  of  cylinders 

—  during  normal  opening  hours 

200 

250 

300 

350 

—  between  the  time  the  premises  close  for  dispens- 

ing and  2100  hours  on  days  other  than  Sundays 

and  public  holidays 

350 

400 

450 

500 

—  between  2100  hours  and  the  time  the  premises 

open  for  dispensing  on  days  other  than  Sundays 

and  public  holidays  and  throughout  Sundays  and 

public  holidays 

500 

550 

600 

650 

Collection  of  set  and  cylinders  and  other  journeys 

—  during  normal  opening  hours 

100 

150 

200 

250 

—  at  all  other  times 

200 

250 

300 

350 

Collection  at  pharmacy  on  behalf  of  patient 

—  set  and  cylinders     i    deduct  lOOp  from  each  figure  in  first  column  (0-24  miles) 

—  cylinders                [  of  scale  at  (i)  and  (ii)  above. 

The  cost  of  rectifying  damage  to  equip- 
ment or  compensation  for  any  loss  shall 
be  specifically  reimbursed  to  a  chemist- 
contractor  on  production  of  relevant 
documentary  evidence  eg  supplier's  in- 
voice. 

Acceptance  of  the  chemist-contractor's 
endorsement  of  the  time  of  delivery  must 
be  regarded  as  fundamental  to  the  scheme. 

In  lodging  the  claim  with  the  Depart- 
ment the  Committee  has  pointed  out  that 
no  increase  in  oxygen  remuneration  has 
been  made  since  November  1972  and  that 
"consequentlty  the  implementation  of  its 


proposals  must  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
urgency  in  the  national  interest". 

The  Committee  believes  that  the  pro- 
vision of  the  service  should  be  separately 
financed  and  not  met  from  the  "balance 
sheet  global  sum";  the  chemist-contractor 
unable  to  deliver  during  normal  opening 
hours  should  be  given  due  recognition. 
Although  parts  of  the  proposed  remunera- 
tion may  be  less  than  that  existing,  the 
Committee  feels  the  existing  structure 
needs  to  be  established  on  a  more  logical 
basis  to  provide  an  incentive  for  main- 
tenance of  the  service. 
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'Hidden  discrimination'  in 
the  drug  industry? 


There  is  still  a  "hidden"  discrimination 
against  women  pharmacists  applying  for 
higher  posts  in  industry,  particularly  if 
they  are  young  and  married.  But  the  situ- 
ation is  difficult  to  prove  because  of  the 
confidentiality  of  selection  committees. 

These  comments  have  been  sent  to  the 
Home  Office  by  the  National  Association 
of  Women  Pharmacists  in  reply  to  Gov- 
ernment proposals  for  legislation  against 
unfair  discrimination  on  grounds  of  sex. 
The  proposals  are  outlined  in  "Equal 
opportunities  for  men  and  women",  avail- 
able from  local  employment  offices. 
Women  may  have  equal  pay,  says  the 
Association,  but  many  need  regrading. 
There  is  an  urgent  need  for  more  women 
on  panels  for  interviews,  assessment,  in- 
dustrial tribunals  and  Government  in- 
quiries. 

Attitudes  must  change 

The  NAWP  says:  "All  our  members 
agree  that  the  historically-implanted  atti- 
tudes towards  women  eg  that  they  are  ex- 
pected to  be  dependent  and  not  apply  for 
top  jobs  —  which  in  turn  saps  their  con- 
fidence so  that  they  undervalue  their  own 
skill  and  training  —  must  change  before 
legislation  changes  can  be  effective.  We 
consider  that  there  is  a  desperate  need  to 
concentrate  public  opinion  on  the  issues 
involved,  that  the  Equal  Opportunities 
Commission  should  be  set  up  immediately 
and  given  the  maximum,  and  continuous, 
publicity  using  all  the  modern  media." 

"We  deplore  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  green  paper  to  remove 
the  discrimination  against  women  who 
need  credit  facilities  from  banks  or  build- 
ing societies  et  al,  whether  for  business 
expenses  (to  set  up  in  one's  own  profes- 
sion etc),  mortgages,  HP  agreements  etc. 
We  consider  that  each  application  should 
be  treated  on  its  own  merits,  equally,  for 
both  men  and  women." 

"We  agree  that  the  role  of  wife,  mother 
and  home-maker  is  fundamental  to  our 
society,  often  under-valued  and  unrecog- 
nised, and  should  not  be  used  to  justify 
unfair  discrimination  against  those  who 
may  choose  it.  But  we  suggest  that  there 
is  a  great  need  for  more  facilities  for  dual 
work"  ie  home-making  and  professional. 

In  a  separate  letter  to  the  Department 
of  Employment  the  NAWP  says  that 
basic  insurance  contributions,  pensions 
and  retirement  age  should  be  the  same  for 
men  and  women  with  full  participation  in 
occupational  pension  schemes.  The  age 
of  retirement  could  be  flexible — the  terms 
to  be  agreed  with  the  individual,  male  or 
female. 

The  Association  also  feels:  "There  is 
urgent  need  for  equal  treatment  and  op- 
portunity for  higher  posts  for  women  who 
rejoin  their  profession  following  a  break. 


whether  for  eg  pregnancy,  care  of  sick 
husband,  aged  parents  etc.  Recognition  of 
part-time  employment  in  the  profession 
as  well  as  of  the  wider  human  experience 
and  horizon  gained  while  not  confined  to 
the  narrow  field  of  years  spent  on  one 
particular  job  should  be  made." 

The  proposed  Bill  provides  for  excep- 
tions in  which  to  carry  out  a  policy  of 
non-discrimination  would  lead  to  "mani- 
fest anomalies  or  absurdities".  The 
NAWP  does  not  agree  with  some  of  the 
examples  given  eg  "where  the  nature  of 
the  job  requires  it  to  be  performed  by  a 
man  (or  women)  (eg  foster-mother)."  The 
Association  feels  that  the  exceptions 
"where  it  could  be  shown  that  for  the 
performance  of  personal  services  strong 
preferences  among  customers  or  clients 
made  the  employment  of  a  man  (or  a 
woman)  essential  to  the  business"  encour- 
ages public  attitudes  that  the  legislation 
is  supposed  to  discourage. 

The  NAWP  stresses  the  need  for  re- 
fresher courses  for  women  wishing  to 
return  to  work  after  a  break  and  hopes 
that  the  Government  will  extend  the 
women  doctors'  retainer  scheme  to  mar- 
ried women  in  Pharmacy. 

Consumer  test  panel 
tries  Pharmaton 

The  first  of  a  series  of  Pharmaton  con- 
sumer test  panels,  to  be  run  in  conjunc- 
tion with  major  provincial  newspapers, 
was  launched  in  Chatham  last  week.  The 
women's  circle  of  Chatham  Evening  Post 
asked  members  to  volunteer  to  test  Phar- 
maton products.  Husbands  were  invited 
to  take  part,  and  four  couples  were 
chosen  from  various  age  groups  and  back- 
grounds. The  newspaper  is  said  to  have 


been  "flooded"  with  applications.  Supplies 
for  a  30-day  trial  by  both  husband  and 
wife  of  all  products  in  the  range  have 
been  issued,  and  at  the  end  of  the  period 
the  couples  will  complete  a  questionnaire 
and  will  also  be  able  to  comment  freely 
to  representatives  of  the  paper  on  their 
reactions  to  the  products. 

Negotiations  to  run  a  similar  test  panel 
with  other  provincial  newspapers  are  un- 
der way. 

Public  told :  'fleet 
your  care  chemist' 

Care  Chemists'  first  advertising  campaign 
— starting  January  21,  1974  —  will  involve 
full  pages  and  other  spaces  in  mass  circu- 
lation dailies,  including  Daily  Express, 
Daily  Mirror,  Daily  Mai',,  Glasgow  Daily 
Record,  Dundee  Courier,  Edinburgh  Even- 
ing News  and  Belfast  Telegraph.  Theme 
of  the  campaign,  expected  to  reach  60  per 
cent  of  all  housewives,  is  "Meet  your  new 
Care  Chemist". 

Additional  support  is  produced  by  dis- 
play kits  and  a  full-colour  "Care  News" 
for  distribution  to  customers,  featuring  the 
promoted  products  and  "general  interest" 
material. 

Nine  brands  are  included  in  the  Jan- 
uary promotion — Wilkinson  Sword  blades, 
Johnsons's  baby  powder,  Harmony  Scot- 
ties,  Colgate  MFP  fluoride,  Mum  Rolette, 
Nutriplan  slimmers  soup,  Nutriplan  sach- 
ets, Poly  Color,  Wrights  coal  tar  soap, 
Wrights  soap-herb.  Harmony  shampoo 
and  hair  spray.  (See  Comment  p  845). 

Extra  payments  cease 

The  supplementary  allowance  of  ip  per 
prescription  payable  to  Scottish  chemists 
terminated  on  November  1.  The  allow- 
ance became  payable  when  the  container 
allowance  was  increased  to  lp  per  pre- 
scription, and  was  to  take  account  of  the 
shortfall  in  payments  prior  to  the  in- 
crease. The  retrospective  payments  have 
now  been  completed. 

'Population'  Minister 

Mr  James  Prior  is  to  be  the  Minister  with 
specific  responsibility  for  population  mat- 
ters. Announcing  this  in  the  Commons  on 
Tuesday,  the  Prime  Minister  said  he  would 
be  assisted  by  Mr  K.  Baker. 


Three  of  the 
couples  taking 
part  in  the  first 
consumer  test 
panel  organised 
by  the  Pharmaton 
Information 
Bureau. 

Pharmaton  public 
relations 
executive 
Margaret  Nally,  is 
seated  centre. 
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Exemptions  for  pharmacies 
in  Emergency  Regulations 


Pharmacies  are  exempt  from  the  restric- 
tion on  the  number  of  working  days  and 
some  of  the  heating  and  lighting  curbs 
which  came  into  force  recently. 

At  the  time  of  going  to  press  the  legis- 
lation in  force  included:  The  Electricity 
(Industrial  and  Commercial  Use)  (Control) 
Order  (HM  Stationery  Office,  SI  no  2120, 
8p)  prohibits  the  use  of  electricity  on  any 
industrial  or  commercial  premises  for 
more  than  five  days  during  the  two  weeks 
which  started  last  Monday,  December  17; 
and  for  more  than  the  greatest  number  of 
hours  during  which  electricity  was  used 
for  such  purpose  on  any  day  in  the  week 
commencing  December  10.  Premises  "used 
for  a  registered  pharmacy"  are  specifically 
exempted  from  these  restrictions,  and  on 
other  premises,  electricity  can  be  used  to 
operate  cash  registers,  lifts,  escalators  and 
to  display  a  sign  indicating  the  nature  of 
certain  specified  premises,  including 
pharmacies. 

The  Order  will  be  revoked  at  midnight 
December  30  and  be  superseded.  The  new 
later  Order,  not  published  at  the  time  of 
going  to  press  will  have  the  effect  of  re- 
stricting the  use  of  electricity  "by  com- 
merce and  non-essential  industry"  to  three 
specified  days  per  week  —  either  Mon- 
day, Tuesday  and  Wednesday  or  Thursday, 
Friday  and  Saturday  -  -  the  division  of 
consumers  to  these  periods  being  deter- 
mined on  the  basis  of  schedules  prepared 
by  Electricity  Boards.  The  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry  say  that  the  other 
general  provisions  of  the  later  Order  will 
be  similar  to  those  of  the  present  Order 
"with  a  similar  Schedule  of  exempted 
premises  and  purposes". 

The  Fuel  and  Electricity  (Heating) 
(Control)  Order  (HMSO,  SI  no  2068,  5p) 
prohibits  the  heating  above  a  temperature 
of  63 °F  (17-25°C)  of  any  premises  used 
wholly  or  mainly  as  an  office,  retail  shop, 
warehouse,  store,  by  electricity  or  any 
fuel.  The  restriction  does  not  apply  to 
living  accommodation  or  "to  the  extent 
that  such  use  is  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  health  of  any  person  on  those 
premises  who  is  ill,  disabled,  infirm,  preg- 
nant, under  the  age  of  five  years  or  over 
the  age  of  60  years."  However,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  told  C&D  that  the  latter 
exemption  applied  only  to  the  sick  person 
and  not  to  the  people  caring  for  them,  so 
a  pharmacy  could  not  be  regarded  as  be- 
ing exempted  by  the  clause. 

The  Electricity  (Advertising,  Display, 
etc)  (Control)  Order  (HMSO,  SI  no  2091, 
3p)  prohibits  the  use  of  electricity  — 
whether  or  not  supplied  by  an  Electricity 
Board  —  for  purposes  of  advertising  or 
display  but  pharmacies  may  display  "any 
sign  indicating  the  nature  of  the  premises 
at  a  registered  pharmacy  or  the  premises 
of  a  registered  phamacist." 
The     Electricity     (Heating)  (Control) 


Order  (HMSO,  SI  no  2092,  3p)  prohibits 
the  use  of  electricity  for  space  heating  in 
offices,  shops,  warehouses  or  stores  and 
other  specified  commercial  premises.  Any 
part  of  such  premises  used  as  a  registered 
pharmacy  is  however  exempted  (but  see 
also  temperature  restrictions  above). 

The  Emergency  (No  2)  Regulations 
(HMSO,  SI  no  2089,  16p)  replace  the  pre- 
vious Emergency  Regulations  (see  C&D 
November  24,  p  727)  with  additions  for 
transitional  provisions. 

Similar  Orders  are  being  made  for 
Northern  Ireland. 

D  &  P:  possible  delays 

Photographic  laboratories  are  optimistic 
that  they  can  offer  the  same  standard  of 
service  for  their  customers  in  the  present 
crisis  situation  —  but  there  may  be  delays 
in  returning  work. 

Although  affected  by  the  power  and 
working  day  reductions,  the  processing 
laboratories  can  keep  their  developing 
equipment  "on  standby"  when  they  are 
not  working.  Hence  the  chemicals  would 
not  be  affected  and  the  finished  work 
should  be  of  normal  quality. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Association  of 
Photographic  Laboratories  told  C&D  on 
Tuesday  that  their  members  had  already 
voluntarily  restricted  calls  to  chemists  to 
three  days  a  week  during  the  petrol  short- 
age. In  the  new  year  they  would  work  as 
notified  by  their  Electricty  Board. 

Wholesalers'  problems 

Mr  Peter  Dodds,  managing  director,  Uni- 
chem  Ltd,  wrote  to  the  Prime  Minister  on 
Tuesday  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  wholesale  chemist  was  restricted  in  the 
use  of  electricity  whereas  the  retailer 
whom  he  had  to  supply  was  unrestricted. 
Points  from  Mr  Dodd's  letter  included: 

We  have  been  advised  by  the  secretary 
of  the  National  Association  of  Pharma- 


Long-term  bottle  prospects 

The  shortage  of  glass  bottles  for  phar- 
maceuticals will  remain  for  at  least  the 
the  next  few  weeks,  but  the  longer  term 
situation  may  be  more  hopeful. 

A  spokesman  for  United  Glass  Ltd  told 
C&D  this  week  that  although  the  shortage 
is  not  over,  the  company  now  seem  to  be 
in  a  better  position  with  fuel  oil  for 
heating  their  furnaces  following  represen- 
tations to  the  Department  of  Trade.  They 
were  making  what  savings  they  could, 
and  were  "getting  by"  at  the  moment. 

Like  other  industries,  the  glass  manu- 
facturers had  to  cut  back  on  their  elec- 
tricity consumption  to  65  per  cent  of  nor- 
mal. Cutting  off  the  "electrical  boost"  on 


C&D  office  hours 

Because  of  the  Emergency  Regulations, 
C&D  offices  will  close  at  3  pro  on 
Friday,  December  21,  reopening  on 
December  31.  After  that,  power  for 
lighting  will  be  only  available  Mon- 
days to  Wednesdays,  and  the  offices 
will  close  at  3.30  pm  on  Thursdays  and 
Fridays. 


ceutical  Distributors,  of  which  we  are 
members,  that  distributive  depots,  as  dis- 
tinct from  administrative  offices  have  not 
been  exempted  from  the  emergency  regu- 
lations in  respect  of  the  use  of  electricity 
for  lighting  purposes. 

Certain  of  our  depots  are  unable  to 
operate  at  any  time  of  the  day  without  the 
use  of  artificial  lighting  and  dependant 
upon  the  time  and  warehouse  conditions 
all  our  depots  require  the  use  of  artificial 
lighting  for  part  of  any  working  day. 

We  are  very  concerned  indeed  that,  we 
will  be  prevented  in  certain  circumstances 
from  honouring  obligations  to  our  retail 
pharmacist  customers  and  through  them  to 
those  members  of  the  public  who  urgently 
require  medicines  on  prescription. 

It  is  understood  that  retail  pharmacies' 
lighting  in  dispensaries  is  permitted  in  ex- 
cess of  the  restricted  working  time  laid  by 
the  regulations,  and  it  is  therefore  only 
logical  that  the  same  should  apply  to  the 
prescriptive  "ethical"  departments  of  their 
■  uppliers. 

Volpar  paste  discontinued: 
tube  shortage  blamed 

A  speaker  on  last  week's  "Checkpoint", 
the  BBC  radio  programme,  complained 
that  Volpar  paste  should  be  taken  off  the 
market  because  the  organic  mercury  con- 
tent could  be  a  danger  to  health. 

Mr  Ian  Smith,  managing  director,  BDH 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  replied  that  the  pro- 
duct was  discontinued  two  weeks  ago. 
Sales  had  declined  over  recent  years  and 
six  months  ago  the  company  decided  to 
discontinue  the  product  because  of  the 
shortage  of  tubes  to  pack  it  in.  As  Volpar 
paste  has  not  been  withdrawn  from  sale, 
stocks  will  still  remain  in  various  outlets. 

C&D  confirmed  with  Mr  T.  Saul,  sales 
manager,  BDH  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  that 
Volpar  paste  was  not  dicontinued  because 
of  any  possible  harmful  effects.  "The  pro- 
duct was  on  the  market  well  over  30  years 
and  we  have  not  had  a  single  complaint". 


'hopeful' 

the  furnaces  would  go  a  long  way  to 
achieving  the  cut-back,  but  less  glass 
would  be  produced.  However  the  spokes- 
man felt  that  the  industrial  cut-backs 
ordered  by  the  Government  would  pro- 
duce a  slackening  in  demand  for  soft 
drink  and  other  glass  containers,  so  pro- 
duction could  then  be  switched  to  glass 
for  pharmaceuticals  if  that  demand  re- 
mained high. 

Delivery  of  bottles  already  produced 
was  a  further  problem  and  depended  on 
the  availability  of  diesel  fuel.  United 
Glass  were  just  managing  to  maintain  de- 
livery but  the  situation  was  "touch  and 
go". 
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ss  Elizabeth  ML  Foley,  LLB,  MPS,  has 

:n  appointed  secretary  to  the  Statutory 
mmittee  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
Great  Britain  as  from  January  1,  1974. 
ter  an  apprenticeship  in  retail  pharmacy 
ss  Foley  qualified  as  a  pharmacist  at 
elsea  College,  University  of  London  in 
15.  She  joined  the  Society's  staff  in  1961. 
:  graduated  Bachelor  of  Laws  at  Lon- 
i  University  in  1973  (picture  p  843).  Mr 
rdon  E.  Appelbe,  LLB,  BSc,  MPS  has 
n  appointed  deputy  head  of  the 
:iety's  Law  Department,  also  from 
uary  1,  and  will  relinquish  his  appoint- 
nt  as  secretary  of  the  Statutory  Corn- 
tee  from  that  date. 

C.  R.  Day,  FPS,  retired  from  Phar- 
ceutical  Specialities  (M&B)  Ltd  on 
:ember  21  after  more  than  34  years' 
kice.  Prior  to  joining  the  company  in 
9  he  was  hospital  pharmacist  for  seven 
[rs  to  the  now  West  Norwich  Hospital. 
;  joining   the   medical   department  of 

(M&B)  Ltd  he  made  many  contacts 
h  doctors  and  pharmacists  and  agents 
sxport  markets.  Since  August  1967  he 

been  manager  of  medical  information 
sion  where  his  knowledge  was  widely 
d  in  the  preparation  and  editing  of 
idard  publications  and  other  technical 
•ature  in  the  company's  range. 

Joseph  Richards,  MPS,  and  Mrs  Ann 
hards,  MPS,  of  St  Ninians,  Sterling, 

to  work  in  native  villages  in  Kenya 

the  next  15  months.  Newly  qualified 
pharmacists,  they  are  both  members  of 

untary  Service  Overseas. 

|  R.  G.  Collins,  FPS,  secretary  of  the 
nberland  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
of  the  Cumbria  area  Chemist  Con- 
itors  Committee  has  been  co-opted  a 
nber  of  the  Joint  Pricing  Committee 
England. 

aths 

:  Recently.  Mr  Donald  Hutton  Cox, 
armer  chief  pharmacist  at  Nottingham 
'  Hospital  aged  76.  Mr  Cox  qualified 
a  pharmacist  in  1920  and  retired  in 
2.  He  formed  the  East  Midlands 
ich  of  the  Guild  of  Public  Pharma- 
<  in  1940. 

I  ilop:    Recently.    Mr    James  Boswell 
I  ilop.  MPS,  aged  65.  Mr  Dunlop  quali- 
1    in  1931  and  was  manager  of  Wake- 
1  l's  Chemist,  Lincoln, 
-knell:    Recently    Mr    Emlen  Willie 
.knell,  MPS,  6  New  Road,  Holymoor- 
.   Chesterfield,    Derby,   aged   76.  Mr 
B  .knell  qualified  in  1920  and  operated 
1  usiness  in  Sheffield  for  many  years, 
d  indy:   On  December   10,  Mr  Charles 
<|  >rge  Grundy,  MPS,  4  Chancel  Close, 
(J      Church,    Nailsea,     Somerset.  Mr 
ndy  qualified  in  1925. 

!ls:  On  December  16,  Sir  Charles 
is,  emeritus  professor  of  biochemistry 
Jniversity  of  London,  aged  74.  For 
ly  40  years  he  was  concerned  with 
y  aspects  of  medical  research  and  in 
iveries  of  endocrinology.  Tn  associa- 
with  Wilfred  Lamson,  he  was  respon- 
for  the  work  which  led  to  the  pre- 
tion  of  stilboestrol. 
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Care 

It  is  only  a  week  or  two  since  I  commented  on  Council's  reaction  to  the 
resolution  put  forward  by  Finchley  Branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
concerning  the  professional  appearance  of  pharmacies — a  resolution  which 
met  with  the  support  of  Branch  Representatives  in  May  of  this  year. 
The  Council's  interim  report  stated  that  any  further  improvement  in  that 
direction  must  rest  with  the  members  themselves. 

Now,  at  its  December  meeting,  the  Council  has  expressed  concern  on 
the  matter  of  the  title  "Care  chemist"  chosen  by  Independent  Chemist 
Marketing  Ltd  xo  identify  those  pharmacies  which  have  decided  to  take 
part  in  the  scheme.  The  objection  is  two-fold ;  disapproval  of  the  word 
"chemist"  in  advertising,  and  an  indication  that  the  use  of  the  word 
"Care"  in  association  with  "chemist"  creates  an  invidious  distinction — 
the  public  might  be  led  to  think  that  only  those  named  as  Care  chemists 
would  exhibit  that  particular  quality  which  is  a  prerequisite  of  the 
practice  of  pharmacy. 

But  if  the  symbol  to  be  displayed  is  that  on  p827  of  last  week's  issue, 
the  public  may  regard  it  as  Arabic  and  be  unable  to  translate.  Behind  it  all 
is  the  inescapable  feeling  that  the  type  of  display  will  be  such  as  to  make  it 
imperative  to  exhibit  something  which  will  indicate  to  the  public  that  the 
establishment  is  pharmaceutical  and  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the 
innumerable  cut-price  stores  in  the  same  street.  And  that  takes  me  back 
to  the  merry  month  of  May  when,  at  the  behest  of  Finchley,  our 
representatives  made  a  stand  for  dignity  and  professionalism — which 
suggest  "care"  without  the  need  for  saying  so. 

150  years 

The  informative  historical  article  dealing  with  pharmacy  as  practised  over 
the  period  of  a  century  and  a  half  in  Lincolnshire  illustrates  many  of  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  in  that  time.  The  author  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  his  careful  research  into  his  pharmaceutical  ancestry. 
Such  material  as  he  has  assembled  can  only  have  been  revealed  by 
considerable  expense  of  time  added,  I  have  no  doubt,  by  a  pride  in  the 
business  in  which  he  now  practises. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  in  such  an  area  a  large  veterinary  connection 
should  be  built  up.  The  original  W.  H.  Huggins  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  energy  and  enterprise.  One  may  conjecture  that  he  was  a 
persuasive  if  not,  indeed,  a  masterful  character,  for  his  three  sons  entered 
the  world  of  pharmacy  under  the  tutelage  of  their  father.  But  it  may  be 
significant  that  on  qualifying  all  left  the  business.  I  particularly  like  the 
thought  of  the  eldest  son  who,  having  put  a  great  distance  between 
himself  and  his  home,  filled  in  his  leisure  moments  by  playing  the 
harmonium  in  his  pharmacy  in  Glasgow.  He  must  have  found  that 
tranquilising. 

I  found  many  of  the  nostrums  of  great  interest — the  lemonade  crystals, 
the  baking  powder  and  the  hand  creams,  all  made  on  the  premises  along 
with  paint,  disinfectant  and  sheep  dips,  electuaries  and  colic  drinks.  With 
some  of  those  I  made  close  acquaintance  in  my  earlier  days,  but  I  must 
confess  to  some  puzzlement  by  the  reference  to  "felon  drinks".  Why  I 
thought,  should  the  malefactor  be  singled  out  for  a  drink  of  his  own  ? 
And  why  should  a  small  town  like  Wainfleet  harbour  a  sufficient  number  of 
outlaws  to  society  to  make  that  branch  of  the  business  worthwhile? 

But  I  was  on  the  wrong  track,  for  the  dictionary  tells  me  that  a  felon 
may  also  be  a  whitlow.  I  hope  my  second  thoughts  in  the  matter  are  right, 
for  I  had  always  regarded  Wainfleet  as  certainly  no  worse  than  any  other 
township.  And  can  the  author  say  what  were  Hastings  drinks? 
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New  products 
and  packs 


Baby  care 

Gerber  tests  another  juice 

Following  the  success  of  its  concentrated 
orange  juice  for  babies,  introduced  in 
October  1972,  Gerber  launched  on 
December  18  a  concentrated  apple  juice 
(£0-15)  on  test  market  in  the  South  West 
and  South  Wales. 

Gerber  orange  juice  is  now  the  best 
selling  Gerber  variety  and  CPC  (United 
Kingdom)  Ltd  believes  that  there  is  a  larae 
potential  market  for  other  concentrated 
juices,  specially  formulated  for  infants, 
under  its  brand  name.  Gerber  juices 
(£0-15)  are  sweetened  only  with  glucose 
because  dental  opinion  believes  it  is  much 
less  likely  to  induce  tooth  decay  in  in- 
fants than  sucrose  which  is  normally  used. 
Gerber  juices  also  contain  not  less  than 
60mg  vitamin  C  per  fluid  oz.  Pure  nautral 
apple  juice  is  a  new  flavour  experience  for 
infants  and  there  is  no  competitive  pro- 
duct. To  support  the  test  launch  at  the 
point-of-sale  Gerber  is  making  available 
special  shelf  strips,  variety  markers  and 
explanatory  leaflets,  (CPC  (United  King- 
dom) Ltd,  Claygate  House,  Esher,  Surrey). 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Fidji  perfume  and  talc 

Because  of  Fidji's  increasing  popularity, 
say  Guy  Laroche,  they  have  produced  two 
new  forms  —  a  perfume  atomiser  and  a 
talc.  The  talc  (£0-95),  is  "superfine"  and  is 
generously  perfumed  with  the  Fidji  frag- 
rance. It  is  in  an  attractive  cylinder.  The 
|oz  perfume  (£4-20),  comes  in  a  black- 
topped  glass  atomiser  and  is  small  enough 
to  be  carried  in  a  handbag. 

Also  in  the  Fidji  range  are,  perfume  - 
loz  size  (£8-70),  ioz  (£6-25),  *oz  (£3-90). 
|oz  (£1-90);  and  eau  de  toilette  -  -  8oz 
size  (£7-80),  4oz  (£4-30),  2oz  (£2-90),  loz 
(£1-65),  and  2oz  atomiser  (£2-40)  (Parim 
Ltd,  14  Grosvenor  Street,  London  W1X 
0AQ). 


Hair  care 

Vidal  Sassoon  range 

Yardley  are  launching  a  range  of  hair 
care  preparations  under  the  name  Vidal 
Sassoon.  The  range  includes  three  125-cc 
size  shampoos  (£0-48)  for  dry,  greasy,  and 
normal  hair  conditions,  a  6-oz  hair  spray 
(£0  48),  and  a  60-cc  cream  rinse  condi- 
tioner (£0-56).  All  these  preparations  are 
protein  based. 

Yardley  have  chosen  women's  magazines 
as  the  main  media  for  the  launch,  and  the 
products  will  be  made  available  to  all 
Yardley  appointed  stockists  (Yardley  of 
London  Ltd,  33  Old  Bond  Street,  London 
W1X  4AP). 


Sundries 

Rakuda  massager 

The  new  Rakuda  massager  (£2-90),  is 
a  specially  designed  wooden  massager 
that  is  said  to  be  widely  used  in  Japan. 
The  makers  claim  that  if  the  body  is 
rubbed  with  it  for  a  few  minutes  each 
day  it  will  help  to  keep  a  person  slim 
and  relax  muscle  fatigue  (Health  &  Leisure 
Supply  Co,  Import  House,  8  Derwent 
Gardens,  Redbridge,  Uford,  Essex). 

From  Scholl  spring  range 
Christabel  and  Cordelia  are  two  clogs 
from  the  new  spring  range  by  Scholl 
(UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John  Street,  London 
EC1.  Christabel  has  a  two-tone  vamp  in 
sand  suede  and  contrasting  brown.  The 
adjustable  strap  in  brown  suede  with  gold 
buckle  makes  for  flexibility  in  fitting. 
Cordelia  has  a  vamp  consisting  of  four 
overlapping  parts  in  different  tones  of 
brown  suede.  The  same  style  but  in  an 
orange  and  brown  colour  combination 
(style  Camilla)  is  also  available.  The  clogs 
have  a  beechwood  base  and  microcellular 
rubber  sole.  Uppers  are  lined  in  pig  skin 
and  heel  height  is  two  ins.  The  approxi- 
mate retail  price,  including  VAT  is  £6-49 
for  sizes  3-7. 

At  a  similar  price  level  is  the  three-strap 
sandal  with  an  adjustable  upper  in  beige 
leather  with  contrasting  brown  stitching, 
stapled  to  a  beechwood  base  and  rein- 
forced with  brown  piping.  There  is  also 
the  Five-Star  sandal  in  tan  or  burgundy 
leather  edged  with  black  which  features 
five  brass  studs.  The  "traditional"  wooden 
heeled  sandal  is  brought  up  to  date  with 
wider  strap  in  black  leather,  red  stitching 
and  large  Scholl  siidebuckle  in  polished 
brass.  A  striking  feature  of  the  sandal  is 
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the  composite  sole  formed  of  layers  of 
black  and  red  microcellular  rubber.  The 
strap  is  foam-lined  to  give  a  cushioning 

effect.  All  are  offered  in  sizes  3-7. 

Ostermilk  packs 

Ostermilk  complete  formula  (£044)  is 
issued  in  500g  packs  and  not  as  previously 
indicated. 


Resorption 


ANDURSIL  tablets 

Manufacturer     Geigy  Pharmaceuticals, 
Hurdsfield  Industrial  Estate,  Macclesfield, 
Cheshire,  SK10  2LY 
Description  White  5-sided  tablets  emboss- 
ed  "Geigy"   one   side,   each  containing 
aluminium  hydroxide/magnesium  carbonate 
co-dried  gel  750mg,  activated  polymetbyl- 
siloxane  250mg.  Each  equivalent  in  neutra- 
lising power  to  5ml  Andursil  suspension 
Indications  Acid  dyspepsia,  gastritis,  heart- 
burn, flatulence,  oesophageal  reflux,  hiatus 
hernia,  peptic  ulcer 
Contraindications  Hyperphosphataemia 
Dosage  1-2  tablets  to  be  chewed  three  to 
four  times  daily  and  at  bed-time,  or  when 
necessary 

Storage  In  a  dry  place 

Packs  10  tubes  of  10  tablets  (£1-41  trade) 

Issued  Available  January  1,  1974 
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Lem-pius  cold  relief 

Lem-plus  cold  relief  and  Lem-plus  cough 
mixture  are  to  be  distributed  nationally 
following  a  successful  "test  launch"  in 
southern  England. 

The  makers,  Clarks  Proprietaries,  30 
Reading  Road,  Pangbourne,  Berks,  say 
television  advertising  starts  in  the  southern 
television  area  on  January  7.  Lem-plus 
cough  mixture  contains  glycerine  15  per 
cent,  purified  honey  25  per  cent,  citric  acid 
1  per  cent,  lemon  oil  015  per  cent,  ipeca- 
cuanha liquid  extract  0-3  per  cent,  sucrose 
39-2  per  cent  (75ml,  £019  retail).  Each 
sachet  of  Lem-plus  cold  relief  contains 
paracetamol  650mg,  sodium  citrate  500mg, 
ascorbic  acid  50mg  in  a  lemon  flavoured 
base,  and  is  taken  in  hot  water  (5  sachets, 
£0-21  retail). 

Clarks  Proprietary  Medicines  are  now 
included  in  the  list  of  distributors  of  Dr 
Page  Barker's  dandruff  lotion  and  D43 
shampoo  and  hair  tonic,  manufactured  by 
Feversham  Products  Ltd,  17  Devonshire 
Square,  London  EC2M  4SO. 

Nasal  mist  campaign 

Advertising  for  Contac  nasal  mist  is  to 
start  in  January  1974  and  will  run  until 
March.  The  advertisements,  which  will 
appear  in  the  Sunday  Express,  Daily  Tele- 
graph, Daily  Mail,  the  Sun  and  the  Daily 
Mirror,  aim  to  get  the  product  across  in 
an  amusing  way  by  using  "cold"  language. 
Menley  &  James  Laboratories  Ltd,  Wel- 
wyn  Garden  City,  Herts,  regard  Contac 
nasal  mist,  a  decongestant,  to  be  a  com- 
plement for  their  Contac  400. 


The  Roger  &  Gallet  dispensing  unit  which 
holds  12  bubble  baths  and  12  Marque 
Noire  Colognes  shows  an  offer  for  a 
free  Cologne  with  every  bubble  bath 
purchased.  The  offer  is  for  January  and 
February  1974,  and  there  is  a  discount 
for  retailers  taking  two  units. 


Mr  John  Summers  whose  pharmacy  is  at 
693  Great  Western  Road,  Glasgow  G12, 
is  seen  accepting  his  prize  of  a  holiday 
for  two  in  Majorca  from  Libresse  sales 
co-ordinator,  Miss  Elizabeth  McLintock. 
Mr  Summers  entered  a  raffle  organised 
by  Vestric  Ltd,  by  buying  two  cases  of 
Libresse  sanitary  towels  at  the  Vestric 
trade  show  held  in  Glasgow  recently. 


Warner  price  increases 

William  R.  Warner  &  Co  Ltd,  Eastleigh 
Hants,  have  been  granted  permission  to 
increase  prices  across  almost  their  whole 
range  of  products,  with  effect  from  Dec- 
ember 13.  Details,  received  too  late  for 
inclusion  in  this  week's  Price  Supplement, 
have  been  posted  to  all  chemists  by  the 
company. 

Unichem  January  offers 

On  special  offer  to  Unichem  members  dur- 
ing January  are  Libresse,  Head  and 
Shoulders,  Cossack,  Close-Up,  Harmony 
shampoo  and  hairspray,  Arrid  Extra  Dry, 
Cream  Silk,  Aspro,  Rennies,  Sure  and 
Kotex.  Details  from  Unichem  Ltd,  Crown 
House,  Morden,  Surrey. 

Kodak  deliveries 

Because  of  the  fuel  restrictions  Kodak  Ltd 
state  that  it  is  likely  they  will  have  to 
reduce  by  one  the  number  of  deliveries 
made  to  those  customers  who  are  cur- 
rently receiving  more  than  one  delivery 
per  week. 

Christmas  holiday  closures 

The  following  companies  have  notified  that 
they  will  be  closed  (except  as  stated)  from 
after  business  Friday,  December  21  until 
start  of  business  Thursday,  December  27. 
All  will  close  January  1. 
Lon  (UK)  Ltd,  58  Russell  Square,  Lon- 
don WC1B  4HP  (closed  until  Friday. 
December  28) 

Pharmax  Ltd,*  Bourne  Road,  Bexley.  Kent 
DA5  1NX 

Upjohn  Ltd,*  Fleming  Way.  Crawley, 
Sussex 

Therapharm  Ltd,  The  Willows,  Railway 
Road,  Downham  Market,  Norfolk  PE38 
9EA,  will  be  closed  from  12.30  pm  Friday 
December  21  until  Wednesday,  January  2. 
*Urgent  supplies  obtainable  from  John 
Bell  &  Croydon,  50  Wigmore  Street, 
London  Wl. 
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Photographic  album  leaf  protectors  and 
acetate  jackets  supplied  by  Spicer-Hallfield 
Ltd,  Haddenharr.,  Aylesbury,  Bucks  HP17 
8EG,  can  no  longer  be  supplied  because 
of  the  shortage  of  plastics,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  following  series  of  albums: 
Bouquet,  Heatherdale  PC,  Mayfair,  Royal 
Range  and  Tudor  The  company  are  no 
longer  able  to  supply  separate  acetate 
jackets. 

Internal  changes  at  M&B 

From  January  1,  1974,  the  activities  of 
Pharmaceutical  Specialities  (May  &  Baker) 
Ltd,  will  be  merged  with  those  of  the 
parent  company.  May  &  Baker  Ltd,  who 
will  be  servicing  all  accounts  from  that 
date.  Telephone,  telex  number,  etc  remain 
unchanged  and  all  orders  should  be  for- 
warded to  home  medical  order  department. 

Butacote  200mg 

Butacote  will  be  available  as  a  200mg 
tablet  from  January  1  say  Geigy  Pharma- 
ceuticals, Hurdsfield  Industrial  Estate, 
Macclesfield,  Cheshire.  The  pale-violet, 
sugar  coated,  enteric  tablet  is  about  10mm 
in  diameter  and  imprinted  "Geigy"  on  one 
side  (100,  £216  trade). 

on  TV 

next  week 

Ln  —  London;  M  —  Midland;  Lc  —  Lancashire; 
Y  —  Yorkshire;  Sc  —  Scotland;  WW  —  Wales 
and  West;  So  —  South;  NE  — North-east; 
A  —  Anglia;  U  —  Ulster;  We  —  Westward; 
B  —  Border;  G  —  Grampian;  E  —  Eireann; 
CI  —  Channel  Islands. 

Alka-Minis:  All  areas 
Alka-Seltzer:  All  areas 
Anadin:  Ln,  Y,  A,  We 
Aquafresh:  Y,  NE 
Askit:  Sc 

Beecham  powders:  All  areas 

Brylcream:  All  except  Sc,  G 

Buttercup  syrup:  M,  Lc,  Y,  B 

Censored:  All  areas 

Cow  &  Gate  baby  meals:  All  except  E 

Cow  &  Gate  babymilks:  All  except  U,  E 

Crest  toothpaste:  Y 

Faberge  gift  range:  All  except  U,  CI 

Faberge  West  lotion:  All  except  U,  CI 

Falcon  hairspray:  All  areas 

Hai  Karate:  All  areas 

Hedex  Seltzer:  Sc,  NE,  B 

Sinex:  All  areas 

Venos:  All  areas 

Vicks  vapour  rub:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Sc  WW,  A 

We,  B,  G,  C! 

Week  commencing  December  31 
Alka-Mints:  All  areas 
Alka-Seltzer:  All  areas 
Askit:  Sc 

Beecham  powders:  All  areas 
Buttercup  syrup:  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE,  B 
Coldrex:  All  areas 

Cow  &  Gate  baby  meals:  All  except  U,  E 
Cow  &  Gate  babymilk:  All  except  U,  E 
Crest  toothpaste:  Y 
Sinex:  All  areas 
Venos:  All  areas 

Vicks  vapour  rub:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Sc,  WW,  A, 

We,  B,  G,  CI 
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Open  Shop 

by  E.  C.  Tenner 

EEC — Whither  pharmacy? 


Many  words  have  been  written  and 
spoken  on  the  effect  the  entry  into  the 
European  Community  will  have  on  the 
practice  of  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain.  No 
doubt  much  more  discussion  will  continue. 
Over  many  years  there  have  been  reports 
from  pharmacists  praising  the  professional 
approach  of  our  European  colleagues,  im- 
plying that  the  British  pharmacist  in  his 
practice  was  less  professional. 

To  some  the  European  pharmacist  was 
to  be  envied  —  they  now  see  their  dream 
coming  a  little  nearer  —  an  opportunity 
to  guide  British  pharmacy  on  the  lines  of 
continental  practice.  Now  when  this  so- 
called  dream  may  become  a  reality,  en- 
forced upon  us  by  directive,  there  sud- 
denly emerges  a  desire  to  protect  the  pro- 
fessional practice  of  British  pharmacy. 
\lmost  overnight  it  is  held  as  the  best  in 
Europe.  We  are  now  told  the  public  like 
it.  This  is  not  news  —  it  is  a  finding  which 
the  Linstead  Committee  brought  out. 

On  my  travels  abroad,  I  have  taken  an 
interest  in  looking  up  pharmacies  in 
Europe.  I  have  found  that  many  of  them 
are  similar  to  the  British  ones.  I  found 
goods  other  than  medicinals  were  sold. 
Toiletries  were  on  display  —  even  babies' 
clothing  and  footwear.  Admittedly,  the 
pharmacies  I  have  seen  were  in  holiday 
resorts,  although  I  saw  a  pharmacy  in  the 
centre  of  Paris  displaying  a  selection  of 
toiletries.  How  can  anyone  say  European 
pharmacists  are  the  only  one  to  practise 
their  profession?  Are  we  less  professional 
because  we  sell  toiletries  and  photographic 
supplies  as  well  as  supplying  the  public 
with  its  pharmaceutical  needs?  I  do  not 
think  so.  We  can  learn  much  from  our 
European  colleagues;  they  can  learn  from 
us.  I  have  felt  for  many  years  that  there 
are  pharmacists  who  compared  the  best 
in  Europe  with  the  worst  in  Britain.  It  is 
an  unfair  comparison,  for  unfortunately 
there  are  good,  not-so-good,  and  bad  in  all 
countries. 

I  am  sure  that  there  are  some  continen- 
tal pharmacists  who  admire  the  way  we 
practise  pharmacy  in  Great  Britain.  There 
is  of  course  one  important  difference  that 
exists  between  Europe  and  Great  Britain, 
namely,  the  practice  of  company  phar- 
macy. This  may  seem  to  be  a  problem  but 
I  am  sure  a  place  will  have  to  be  found 
for  company  practice.  The  public  will  de- 
mand this,  for  companies  —  limited  and 
public  —  contribute  much  to  the  pharma- 
ceutical service  in  this  country. 

Care  chemists — who  are  they? 

Are  those  pharmacists  who  do  not  join  this 
scheme,  chemists  who  do  not  care?  I  think 
it  is  an  unfortunate  title  and  nothing  I 
have  read  since  this  scheme  was  launched 
has  persuaded  me  of  the  value  of  it.  In 
a  previous  contribution  I  suggested  that 
the  public  are  now  indoctrinated  and  this 


VTO  scheme  will  not  redress  the  trend. 
We  are  constantly  reminded  of  the  num- 
ber of  pharmacy  closures.  This  scheme  has 
b:en  heralded  as  a  panacea  which  will 
arrest  this  disturbing  trend.  Or  is  it  dis- 
turbing? 

Mr  Beanland  thinks  otherwise.  I  believe 
that  many  of  the  pharmacies  which  have 
closed  down  during  the  past  few  years  were 
established  in  the  years  between  the  wars 
when  there  was  a  surplus  of  pharmacists. 
Consequently,  salaries  were  depressed, 
employment  difficult.  To  own  a  pharmacy 

Can  you  help  an 
has  been  down 

Pharmacists'  help  is  being  requested  by 
an  author  in  his  search  to  find  19th  cen- 
tury jars,  containers  and  wholesalers'  cata- 
logues. 

In  1972,  Mr  Edward  Fletcher,  wrote  a 
book  on  Victorian  bottle  collecting  in 
which  he  urged  his  readers  to  find  speci- 
mens by  digging  into  19th  century  rubbish 
dumps.  The  book  sold  20,000  copies  with- 
in a  year  and  established  bottle  collecting 
as  a  popular  hobby  in  this  country.  There 
is  now  a  British  Bottle  Collectors  Club, 
sponsored  by  the  United  Glass  Company, 
with  a  membership  of  5,000;  a  magazine 
{Bottles  and  Relics  News)  which  provides 
enthusiasts  with  historical  information  on 
their  finds;  and  an  extensive  calendar  of 
weekend  "digs"  organised  by  club  secre- 
taries. Those  who  join  in  include  at  least 
one  member  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
several  doctors,  and  many  schools  with 
their  own  bottle  museums. 

The  thirst  for  knowledge  about  19th 
century  containers  which  these  activities 
have  engendered  is  apparently  insatiable. 
Mr  Fletcher  has  already  written  a  second 


brought  rewards  just  as  good  as  could 
be  earned  as  an  employee,  with  the  advan- 
tage of  being  your  own  master.  The  econo- 
mic climate  has  now  changed  and  per- 
haps Mr  Beanland's  "two-pharmacist" 
pharmacy  will  become  the  pattern.  I  do 
not  want  to  see  supermarket  techniques 
employed  in  our  pharmacies.  General  prac- 
tice pharmacy  will  survive  despite  what 
Mr  Trotman  says  and  out  of  it  will  come 
a  satisfying  reward. 

We  come  to  the  end  of  a  year  which 
has  seen  a  momentous  change  in  our 
trading  activities  with  VAT.  We  come  into 
another  year  with  a  re-organised  health 
service  a  few  months  away.  At  the  same 
time  we  are  faced  with  many  problems. 
"Amidst  the  encircling  gloom"  of  restric- 
ted lighting,  petrol  shortages  added  to 
other  shortages  of  containers  and  certain 
drugs,  we  shall  still  continue  to  practise 
and  I  am  sure  pharmacists  backed  by  their 
wholesalers  will  answer  the  challenge  and 
give  the  public  an  efficient  pharmaceutical 
service,  just  as  was  given  during  the  war 
years. 

author  who 
in  the  dumps? 

book  on  Victorian  rubbish  dump  finds 
(appropriately  titled  "Digging  up  an- 
tiques") which  will  be  published  shortly. 
Now  he  is  hard  at  work  on  a  third  volume 
about  transfer-printed  pot  lids. 

"These  lids  are  undoubtedly  the  most 
sought-after  of  all  Victorian  and  Edwar- 
dian dump  relics,"  says  Mr  Fletcher. 
"Coloured  specimens  have  been  collected 
for  many  years,  but  it  is  only  since  the 
advent  of  dump  digging  that  widespread 
interest  in  black  and  white,  or  mono- 
chrome, pot  lids  has  grown.  They  were 
widely  used  between  1880  and  1915  by 
chemists  as  covers  for  pots  containing 
toothpaste,  cold  creams,  shaving  soaps, 
and  other  products  unsuitable  for  packag- 
ing in  bottles.  Club  members  have  found 
more  than  1,000  different  specimens  and 
they  are  eager  for  historical  information 
about  them.  A  book  on  the  subject  is  long 
overdue." 

For  several  months  now  the  author  has 
been  compiling  information  about  black 
and  white  lids  by  studying  and  photo- 
Continued  foot  of  next  page 


Pot  lids  recovered  from  an  1890s  rubbish  dump  on  the  outskirts  of  London 
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NDEPENDENT  AND 
-IRMLY  RESOLVED  TO 


Company  profile 

THOMAS  KERFOOT  &  CO  LTD 


P  IT  THAT  WAY' 


ur  generations  of  manufacturing  ex- 
rience  have  given  Thomas  Kerfoot  & 
i  Ltd  a  deep  knowledge  of  the  phar- 
iceutical  industry  and  an  instinctive 
derstanding  of  the  needs  of  the  phar- 
icist. 

Pioneers  in  tablet  production,  they 
ssess  a  press  room  which  is  one  of  the 
gest  and  most  versatile  in  the  country, 
Dable  of  an  output  which  would  make 
■  Thomas  Kerfoot  wonder. 
*\t  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Confer- 
:e  in  London  in  1913,  Mr  P.  G.  Cham- 
rlain  announced  with  justifiable  pride 
it  he  had  made,  in  the  previous  year. 
7,117  tablets,  and  had  found  them  to  be 
>re  satisfactory  than  pills;  he  could 
rdly  have  foreseen  a  time  when  such 
lumber  could  be  turned  out  in  a  couple 
hours.  Thomas  Kerfoot  had  envisaged 
ure  possibilities  more  than  twenty  years 
-Her  and  was  quietly  getting  ready  to 
:et  the  flood  of  demand  that  was  to 
ne. 

ant  extension 

e  company's  latest  addition  to  their 
.rdsley  Vale  plant  is  in  their  newly 
signed  sterile  products  department, 
:essitated  by  the  demanding  disciplines 
present-day  manufacturing  pharmacy 
d  the  increased  call  for  supplies  from 
spital  and  retail. 

Df  course,  the  company  was  fortunate 
its  founder,  though  Thomas  Kerfoot 
uld  now  need  a  guide  if  he  could  return 
the  scene  of  his  early  labours — a  state 
affairs  which  he,  himself,  would  be  the 
t  to  applaud.  He  was  ever  more  con- 
ned with  the  future  than  with  the  past, 
3  his  successors  have  been,  and  continue 


ill 


K. 


t  8   i__  ^ 


The  work's  garden  —  a  pleasant  retreat  at  break  times 


to  be,  keen  to  follow  suit.  The  present 
directors  are — Dr  T.  H.  Manners  Kerfoot, 
MB.  ChB,  (chairman),  Leigh  H.  Kerfoot, 
R.  H.  Kane,  and  H.  Burlinson,  FPS,  DBA 
(a  Harrison  memorial  medallist  and  an  ex- 
chairman  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference). 

The   founder's   "Garden  Laboratories" 


are  still  in  a  garden,  and  it  is  as  pleasing 
a  place  as  any  works  garden  in  the  country 
— a  fitting  and  gracious  setting  for  a  family 
concern  and  one  which  provides  a  happy 
contrast  to  the  modernity  within.  The 
company  has  remained  completely  inde- 
pendent and  self-supporting  and  is  firmly 
resolved  to  keep  it  that  way. 


tphing  advertisements  in  19th  century 
igazines  and  journals.  The  richest  source 
advertisements  he  has  discovered  is 
e  Chemist  and  Druggist's  Diary  pub- 
led  between  1880  and  1915.  During  that 
riod  a  number  of  wholesale  chemists, 
luding  Maw,  Sanger  and  Newbery. 
:d  pages  from  their  annual  catalogues  to 
istrate  their  advertisements  in  the  Diary. 
iny  of  the  illustrations  included  pot  lids 
d  it  is  these  which  the  author  has  photo- 
iphed  for  inclusion  in  his  book.  He 
■  uld  very  much  like  to  study  some  of  the 
ginal  catalogues  —  but  these  have 
ived  very  difficult  to  find. 
'The  problem,"  explained  Mr  Fletcher 
ring  a  recent  photographic  session  at 
iD  offices,  "is  that  few  chemists  kept 
iolesaIers'  catalogues  when  they  became 
t  of  date.  There  are  only  two  complete 
alogues  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
rary  dated  earlier  than  1900,  and  the 
itish  Museum  has  none.  I  would  very 
ich  like  to  see  any  others  still  in  exis- 
ice.    It   is   possible   that   one   or  two 


readers  of  Chemist  and  Druggist  have  old 
copies  gathering  dust  in  their  storerooms. 
If  so  I  would  be  most  grateful  for  the 
opportunity  to  photograph  the  material  for 
my  book.  Any  other  information  about 
printed  pot  lids  older  readers  might  have 
would  also  be  very  welcome." 

If  you  can  help  the  author  with  his 
research  please  write  to :  Mr  E.  Fletcher, 
82  Rawdon  Avenue,  York. 

Westminster 
report 

Price  changes  of  medicines 

Price  increases  and  reductions  for 
"ethical"  branded  medicines  for  the  full 
year  of  1973  are  each  worth  approximately 
£5m,  according  to  a  government  spokes- 
man who  was  answering  a  question  in  the 


House  of  Lords  last  week.  The  figures 
related  to  those  brands  accounting  for  95 
per  cent  of  the  total  of  £180m  estimated 
wholesale  price  of  sales  to  the  NHS  and 
included  price  changes  effective  this  month. 
For  the  last  six  months  there  were  £l-3m 
price  reductions  and  £4-4m  price  increases 
-  £l-2m  increases  were  for  December. 
For  major  ethical  branded  products 
with  annual  sales  to  the  NHS  of  over 
£150.000.  there  had  been  "significant  in- 
creases" in  12  products  imported  from  the 
EEC.  seven  from  Switzerland,  but  none 
from  the  USA.  The  Government  were 
satisfied  with  the  arrangements  regulating 
the  prices  of  ethical  medicines  supplied  to 
the  UK  prescription  market  and  would 
continue  in  Stage  3  of  the  Counter-Infla- 
tion Programme.  Prices  of  proprietary 
medicines  were  subject  to  the  Price  Code. 

□  The  Cruel  Experiments  Bill  has  been 
withdrawn.  A  government  spokesman  said 
the  principle  was  unacceptable  and  the 
Bill  was  unworkable. 
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rom  Epsom  salts 
to  Harrods? 


by  W.  Sneader,  BSc,  PhD,  MPS,  lecturer  in  pharmaceutical  chemistry, 
University  of  Strathclyde 

Mention  the  name  "Boots"  at  almost  any  pharmaceutical  gathering  and  you  are  bound 
to  get  a  mixed  reaction.  To  some  the  company  is  employer  and  benefactor,  to  others  a 
competitor,  but  many  generations  of  former  "apprentices"  gained  their  introduction 
to  the  profession  in  its  branches.  They  know  how  "Boots"  came  into  being,  but  for  more 
recent  graduates  the  following  article  may  prove  enlightening  —  for  others  it  may 
provide  a  little  nostalgia! 


The  full  implications  of  the  proposed  take- 
over of  the  House  of  Fraser  by  the  Boots 
organisation  have  still  to  be  assessed  but 
it  is  meantime  worth  considering  how  the 
company  managed  to  grow  to  such  mam- 
moth proportions. 

Ninety-five  years  ago  Jesse  Boot  opened 
his  first  shop  in  Nottingham's  Goose  Gate 
for  the  sale  of  herbal  remedies  and  gro- 
ceries. He  had  learnt  the  trade  in  his 
mother's  shop  where  he  worked  from  the 
age  of  thirteen.  In  his  spare  time  he  studied 
pharmacy  although  he  was  never  to  qualify 
as  a  pharmacist.  This,  however,  did  not 
prevent  him  from  making  a  success  of  his 
first  commercial  venture,  for  Boot  was 
ready  to  exploit  every  situation  to  his  own 
advantage. 

When  he  was  once  presented  with  a 
hundredweight  of  Epsom  salts  in  settle- 
ment of  a  debt,  young  Jesse  proceeded  to 
divide  the  lot  up  into  lib  bags  which  he 
promptly  sold  to  a  willing  public  at  a 
third  of  his  competitors'  price!  This  en- 
couraged him  to  sell  drugs  at  cut  price  for 
a  time,  a  policy  that  made  him  many 
enemies. 

His  rivals  tried  to  put  pressure  on  local 
wholesalers  to  boycott  Boot,  but  they 
turned  out  to  be  unwilling  to  lose  a  custo- 
mer who  could  promptly  settle  his  account 
thanks  to  his  adoption  of  a  "cash  only" 
policy.  Indeed,  by  1880  Jesse  Boot  was 
describing  his  shop  as  a  "cash  chemist", 
a  term  which  was  soon  to  become  familiar 
in  the  High  Streets  of  Britain. 

Inspired  by  his  early  success,  Jesse  Boot 
felt  confident  enough  to  borrow  money 
from  his  friends  to  establish  a  private  com- 
pany which  opened  several  shops.  In  one 
of  these  there  was  a  dispensary  with  a 
pharmacist  in  charge,  but  such  was  the 
"cut  price"  image  of  the  shop  that  at  first 
only  a  mere  ten  shillings  worth  of  pre- 
scriptions were  being  dispensed  each  week. 

Small  factory 

But  thera  was  to  be  no  looking  back.  By 
1890,  Boot  had  gone  public  and  his  new 
company  owned  a  small  factory  where 
popular  lines  were  manufactured.  Yet  it 
became  necessary  to  separate  the  manufac- 
turing and  retail  interests  within  two  years 
because  of  the  rapid  rate  of  expansion.  The 
twenty-three  shops  constituted  the  new 
company  called  "Boots  Ltd",  a  somewhat 
unfortunate  choice  of  name  which  was 
quietly  dropped  a  few  years  later  because 
of  the  mistaken  association  of  the  organi- 


sation with  the  footwear  trade  so  far  as 
the  general  public  were  concerned! 

The  last  decade  of  the  century  witnessed 
a  six-fold  expansion  in  the  number  of  re- 
tail branches.  And  it  was  around  this  time 
that  the  famous  "twopenny  library"  was 
introduced  as  the  result  of  a  suggestion  by 
Jesse  Boot's  wife,  Florence,  the  daughter 
of  a  bookseller. 

During  this  early  period  Jesse  Boot  re- 
fused to  sell  shares  on  the  open  market. 
He  chose,  instead,  to  sell  them  over  his 
shop  counters  like  any  other  commodity. 
Unconventional  perhaps  —  but  it  did  not 
inhibit  the  expansion  of  his  shops  through- 
out the  country.  There  were  more  than 
500  by  1912. 

During  the  remarkable  expansion  of  his 
organisation  in  the  early  years  of  this  cen- 
tury Jesse  Boot  had  been  firmly  in  charge. 
But  his  health  was  failing.  Knighted  in 
1909,  he  continued  to  work  from  his  bed- 
side. 

United  Drug  Company 

After  the  1914-18  war  Sir  Jesse  knew  it 
was  time  to  hand  over  to  a  younger  man. 
After  much  thought  he  chose  an  Ameri- 
can, Louis  K.  Liggett,  whose  United  Drug 
Company  of  America  owned  over  two 
hundred  pharmacies.  Liggett  had  been  in 
this  country  before  the  war  seeking  an 
entry  into  the  retail  market,  but  he  had 
been  advised  that  "Boots"  and  the  other 
multiples  were  too  well  established  here. 
Instead  Liggett  established  agencies  with 
private  pharmacies  for  them  to  stock  his 
company's  range  of  Rexall  products.  This 
venture  paid  off  so  successfully  that 
"Boots"  were  forced  to  retaliate  by  intro- 
ducing their  own  Regesan  range  of  pro- 
prietaries. By  the  time  Sir  Jesse  Boot  was 
looking  for  a  successor  there  were  over 
1,100  "Rexall  pharmacies"  in  Britain. 

When  Sir  Jesse  announced  that  United 
Drug  had  purchased  "Boots"  no  mention 
was  made  of  the  price  paid.  Rumour  had 
it  that  a  sum  of  around  $10m  was  in- 
volved, but  the  truth  has  remained  a 
closely  guarded  secret.  Following  the  take- 
over, the  company  was  revitalised  with 
American  style  administrative  changes. 
Nevertheless,  Lou  Liggett's  admiration  for 
Sir  Jesse  was  such  that  he  refused  to  alter 
the  character  of  his  shops.  Expansion  con- 
tinued throughout  the  1920's  so  that  by 
the  end  of  the  decade  there  were  over  900 
branches. 

Boots  weathered  the  years  of  the  depres- 


sion well,  but  not  so  United  Drug.  By  1932 
it  had  become  clear  to  Liggett  that  he  must 
sell  his  British  interests  if  the  North 
American  operations  were  to  continue. 
There  would  be  no  shortage  of  willing  pur- 
chasers. On  January  12,  1933,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  an  agreement  had  been 
reached  for  the  sale  of  "Boots"  to  a  con- 
sortium consisting  of  Hambros  Bank, 
Erlangers,  and  Philip  Hill  Partners,  but 
just  as  the  documents  were  about  to  be 
signed  a  telegram  was  received  from 
Neville  Chamberlain,  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  forbidding  the  transfer  of 
funds  out  of  the  country  at  a  time  of  an 
acute  dollar  shortage. 

Over  the  succeeding  months  protracted 
negotiations  ensued  with  a  group  that  was 
believed  to  represent  the  interests  of  the 
British  American  Tobacco  Company.  A 
formula  was  eventually  found  whereby  ex- 
change restrictions  could  be  overcome  and 
a  $31m  bid  was  accepted. 

Back  in  British  hands,  the  company  con- 
tinued its  policy  of  expansion.  During  the 
1930's,  a  total  of  360  branches  were 
opened,  the  finance  for  this  coming  from 
company  profits.  A  large,  modern  factory 
was  opened  at  Beeston  and  the  future  was 
assured  despite  the  intervention  of  war. 

After  the  war  the  company  continued  to 
grow  until,  by  1950,  there  were  1,276  re- 
tail branches.  Subsequently,  the  policy  on 
expansion  was  changed  to  take  the  form  of 
increased  sales  per  shop  rather  than  the 
opening  of  new  branches.  Within  ten  years 
of  this  policy  being  introduced  in  the  early 
fifties  there  were  fourteen  stores  each  with 
annual  sales  of  over  half  a  million  pounds. 

Sales  and  profits  of  the  company  have 
continued  to  climb  upwards.  The  long  ex- 
pected merger  with  Timothy  Whites  & 
Taylors  a  few  years  ago  came  as  no  sur- 
prise. But  did  Jesse  Boot,  the  first  Baron 
Trent  of  Nottingham,  standing  behind  the 
counter  of  his  small  shop  in  the  Goose 
Gate  ever  imagine  in  his  wildest  dreams 
that  the  company  he  founded  would  make 
banner  headlines  with  a  bid  for  the  highly 
successful  House  of  Fraser? 


Refresher  courses 
in  Scotland 

The  following  refesher  courses  have  been 
arranged  by  the  Society's  Scottish  Depart- 
ment. Edinburgh  —  Eight  lectures  on  con- 
secutive Wednesdays,  4  weeks  on  bioavail- 
ability and  drug  interactions,  4  weeks  on 
dermatology.  January  16,  23,  30,  Febru- 
ary 6,  13,  20,  27,  March  6,  Department 
of  Pharmacy,  Heriot-Watt  University,  79 
Grassmarket,  Edinburgh,  at  2-5  p.m.  Or- 
ganiser Dr  J.  B.  Murray  Department  of 
Pharmacy,  Heriot-Watt  University. 

Glasgow  —  lectures  on  consecutive  Wed- 
nesdays covering  misuse  of  drugs,  actions 
and  uses  of  prostaglandins,  clinical  aspects 
of  medicinal  chemistry,  pharmaceutical 
technology  —  development  and  formula- 
tion generic  equivalence,  pharmacy  anda 
therapeutics,  drug  interactions,  common 
disorders  of  the  skin  and  their  treatment. 
January  9,  16,  23,  30,  February  6,  13,  20, 
27,  March  6,  13.  School  of  Pharmacy, 
University  of  Strathclyde,  George  Street, 
Glasgow  at  7.30  p.m.  Organiser,  P.  F. 
Nelson,  School  of  Pharmacy,  University 
of  Strathclyde. 
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angers'  turnover  up  but 
it  profit  down 


irnover  of  Sangers  Ltd  in  the  first  half 
their  financial  year  ended  August  31 
se  to  £23-28m  from  £18-18m  in  the 
rresponding  half  year  of  1972.  Profit  on 
iding  was  £813,000  (against  £744,000) 
fore  deduction  of  £25,000  for  computer 
velopment  investments  (£  1972  nil)  and 
t  £382,000  (£298,000). 
Earnings  per  share  turnover  fell  to  6-36p 
om  7-38p)  and  the  board  states  that 
mover  and  profits  would  have  been 
eater  but  for  previous  shortages  in  sup- 
jes;  stage  two  of  the  counter  inflation 
gislation  had  affected  margins  and  staff 
ailability  and  taxation  rates  were  higher 
is  year. 

Since  the  end  of  the  half  year  turnover 
s  continued  to  increase  although  still 
ected  by  industrial  and  transport  diffi- 
Ities. 

Ibright  and  Wilson  to 
cpand  their  plant 
Whitehaven 

bright   and   Wilson  Ltd   is   to  spend 
2m  on  expanding  their  Marchon  divi- 
n's  Whitehaven  works. 
A.  two-year  project  will   increase  the 

ision's  sulphuric  acid  capacity  to 
3,000  tons  a  year  and  manufacture  of 
osphoric  acid  feedstock,  and  a  plant  will 

built  to  produce  40,000  tons  a  year  of 
rifled  phosphoric  acid  using  a  new  pro- 

s.  Commissioning  is  planned  for  early 
76. 

The  new  process  is  claimed  as  an 
portant  advance  in  the  technology  of 
et  process"  phosphoric  acid  production, 
d  will  give  A.  &  W.  a  flexibility  in  the 
Dduction  of  industrial  phosphates  greater 
n  that  of  any  other  producer,  accord- 
to  the  company. 

roda  offer  for 
urge  withdrawn 

e  Croda  offer  for  John  &  E.  Sturge 
has  been  allowed  to  lapse.  One  rea- 
for  this,  say  Croda,  is  because  Sturge 
not  produced  sufficient  new  informa- 
n  to  justify  any  increase  in  the  offer, 
.ast  week  the  chairman  of  Sturge,  Mr 
R.  Winter  made  a  further  appeal  to 
reholders  not  to  accept  the  Croda  bid 
ing  the  group's  turnover  was  increasing 
t. 

\  profit  forecast  for  the  year  to  Dec- 
ber  29,  1974,  is  being  prepared  and  will 
sent  to  shareholders  shortly.  From  this, 
Winter  writes:  "You  will  see  that  the 
el  of  dividends  proposed  by  your  direc" 
s  in  respect  of  1973  is  fully  justified  in 
i  light  of  continuing  strong  growth." 
Jrofit  before  tax  for  the  year  ending 


shortly  has  been  forecast  at  £700,000,  com- 
pared with  £708,000  for  1972.  Mr  Winter 
pointed  out  that  this  implied  at  least 
£389,000  for  the  second  half,  a  record  for 
any  half-yearly  period  and  a  25  per  cent 
increase  on  the  first  half  figure. 

Drug  store  bankrupt 
granted  discharge 

In  spite  of  opposition  from  a  number  of 
creditors,  Michael  Dennis  Mandel,  30- 
year-old  former  retailer  of  chemist's  sun- 
dries, was  granted  his  discharge  at  London 
bankruptcy  court  recently. 

The  registrar  granted  the  application 
after  hearing  of  Mr  Mandel's  attempts  to 
make  good  since  going  bankrupt  in  1970 
and  of  his  willingness  to  pay  creditors 
from  his  future  earnings. 

The  discharge  was  subject  to  six  months 
suspension  and  on  condition  that  Mr 
Mandel  who  formerly  traded  as  Walters 
Drug  Stores,  130  Blackstock  Road, 
London  N4,  paid  £1,000  by  instalments. 

The  official  receiver  Mr  James  Tye  said 
there  were  unsecured  debts  of  £9,397,  of 
which  £446  was  due  to  preferential  credi- 
tors. Assets  had  realised  £626. 

She  Cosmetics  Ltd  had 
debts  of  £14,750 

She  Cosmetics  Ltd,  which  used  selling 
parties  at  the  homes  of  housewives  to  dis- 
tribute its  products,  has  gone  into  liquida- 
tion with  debts  estimated  at  £14,750. 
Creditors  were  told  at  a  meeting,  held  on 
November  29  in  London,  that  the  con- 
trolling director,  Christopher  John  Rees, 
could  not  now  be  traced  and  he  is  believed 
to  be  abroad.  The  company  had  offices  at 
111a  Westbourne  Grove,  London  W2. 

Mr  Harold  Keith  Milward,  a  former 
director  who  had  acted  as  chairman  on  a 
part-time  basis  said  he  first  had  doubts  on 
the  trading  situation  in  September  1972 
and  he  conducted  an  investigation.  He  had 
said  he  found  that  the  overheads  were 
higher  than  he  had  been  told  and  that 
products  were  being  sold  at  a  gross  loss. 

Sales  in  one  area  were  drastically  hit 
when  an  agent  defected,  he  added. 

The  business  was  kept  going  because 
Mr  Rees  had  told  him  that  further  capital 
would  be  introduced.  No  more  capital 
was  injected,  however,  and  early  this  year 
Mr  Milward  resigned  from  the  board. 

Mr  J.  Christmas,  assistant  official  recei- 
ver, said  he  had  been  unable  to  trace  any 
books  of  account  belonging  to  the  company 
and  he  knew  of  no  assets.  The  biggest 
creditor  was  said  to  be  Mr  Milward,  owed 
£10,700  for  loans.  Creditors  left  the  matter 
in  the  hands  of  the  official  receiver  as 
liquidator. 


Briefly 

Beecham  Group  Ltd  have  acquired  from 

British  Oxygen  Co  Ltd  for  £2-7m  cash 
their  100  per  cent  interest  in  Batchelors 
of  Ireland. 

Mr  Peter  Turner,  MPS,  who  at  one  time 
had  five  pharmacies  in  Huntingdonshire, 
has  sold  his  last  business,  which  he  car- 
ried on  in  High  Street,  Ramsey,  Hunts, 
to  Cross  &  Herbert  Ltd.  His  grandfather 
first  had  a  chemist's  business  at  St  Ives,  not 
far  from  Ramsey,  in  1848,  and  his  father, 
the  late  Dick  Turner,  who  was  mayor 
of  St  Ives  on  five  occasions,  carried  on 
business  for  50  years. 

Lewis  &  Roberts  (Chemists),  who  have 
branches  in  and  around  Nottingham,  have 
been  among  the  first  to  be  operating  in  the 
recently  opened  section  of  Nottingham's 
latest  shopping  complex,  Broad  Marsh 
Centre. 

E.  Davis  (Chemists)  Ltd:  Because  of  the 
termination  of  the  lease  on  their  premises 
at  29  Commercial  Street,  Newport,  Mon, 
the  shop  is  being  closed  on  December  24. 
The  registered  office  has  already  removed 
to  5  Dolphin  Street,  to  which  address 
correspondence  should  be  addressed. 

Mr  T.  N.  Crosby,  MPS,  has  acquired  the 
pharmacy  of  Mr  J.  Clark,  MPS,  at  16 
Bridge  Street,  Hawick,  Scotland.  Mr  Clark, 
who  is  retiring,  qualified  at  the  Heriot 
Watt  College,  Edinburgh  in  1932  and  took 
over  the  Hawick  business  20  years  ago. 

Inpac  Automation  Ltd,  the  Southall  based 
firm  making  shrink  wrapping  machinery 
for  the  packaging  industry,  have  acquired 
Bell  packaging  machinery  division  of  B. 
O.  Morris  Ltd  of  Coventry,  which  will 
be  known  as  the  Bell  Packaging  machinery 
division  of  Inpac  Automation  Ltd,  with 
its  headquarters  in  Southall. 

Appointments 

Weston  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd:  Mr  Ralph 
Weston  has  been  appointed  chairman  fol- 
lowing the  resignation  of  Mr  J.  G.  Caplan. 
Mr  B.  Kendal  has  also  resigned  from  the 
board. 

Chemical  Industries  Association  have  ap- 
pointed Dr  G.  Caudle  director  of  econ- 
omic affairs  on  the  retirement  of  Mr  C. 
Scouller  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Firmenich  &  Co  have  appointed  Mr  A.  G. 
French  account  executive  within  the  per- 
fumery division. 

Glass  Manufacturers  Federation:  Mr  N. 

Tyler  has  been  appointed  an  assistant 
director  of  the  Federation  with  special  re- 
sponsibility for  marketing  and  promotions. 

Department  of  Health:  Mr  A.  J.  Collier, 
Under  Secretary  in  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security,  has  been  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Secretary  with  effect  from 
December  31.  He  will  succeed  Mr  R. 
Gedling  as  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  the 
Regional  Group.  Mr  Gedling  will  take 
over  as  head  of  the  NHS  Personnel  Group 
and  Medicines,  Food  and  Environmental 
Health  Division  and  Superannuation  Divi- 
sion from  Mr  A.  R.  W.  Bavin  who  is  re- 
tiring. 
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Market 
News 


ALCOHOL  DEARER 

London,  December  19:  The  Prices  Com- 
mission has  given  permission  for  in- 
creases in  the  prices  of  synthetic  ethanol 
and  methylated  spirits  to  the  principal 
UK  supplier.  Effective  from  Tuesday  all 
grades  of  methylated  spirits  are  dearer 
by  2-3p  a  bulk  gall  and  all  grades  of  syn- 
thetic ethanol  by  T3p  a  proof  gall.  Also 
dearer  are  adrenaline,  isoprenaline 
piperazine  salts  and  strychnine.  In  the 
present  unsettled  state  of  the  petroleum 
market  it  is  not  surprising  that  suppliers 
of  paraffins,  liquid  and  soft,  have  with- 
drawn their  rates.  Glucose,  liquid  is 
dearer  while  the  powder  is  unchanged 
although  it  is  understood  that  makers 
have  applied  for  increases. 

More  and  more  supplies  of  crude 
drugs  are  becoming  difficult  to  locate 
and  prices  must  often  be  looked  upon 
as  nominal.  Dearer  were  benzoin, 
hydrastis,  nux  vomica  and  Indian  valerian. 

In  essential  oils  petitgrain  was  again 
available.  Eucalyptus,  lemongrass  and 
peppermint  were  firmer. 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Adrenaline:  (per  g)  Synthetic,  1-kg  lots  £009 
500-g  £0-10;  acid  tartrate  £0  075  and  £0-80  for 
similar  quantities. 

Alcohol:  Synthetic  ethanol  per  proof  gall,  in 
tank  wagon  2,500  gall  95  per  cent  £0-185;  99-5 
per  cent  £0-197;  96  per  cent  £0-258,  99-9  per 
cent  £0-27.  In  drums  respective  prices  for  900 
gall  lots  are:  £0-20;  £0-212;  to  £0-273  and  £0-285. 
Borax:  BP  grades,  per  metric  ton,  in  paper  bags 
delivered — granular  £112;  crystals  £154;  powder 
£122;  extra  tine  powder  £126.  Technical  grades 
less  £24  per  ton. 
Bromides:  Crystals  (£  per  kg). 


Ammonium 
Sodium 


12J-kg 
0-59 
0-53 


50-kg 
0-477 
0-4235 


1-ton 
0-422 
0-3885 


•Powder  plus  2j-3p  kg  as  to  quantity. 
Ether:  Anaesthetic  BP — 2  litre  bottles  £0-91  each 
for  under  350  litres;  £0-85  each  for  over  350  litres; 
45-litre  drums  £0-31  litre  for  350-litre  lots.  Solvent 
BP — per  metric  ton  in  drums  from  £333  for  50-kg 
lots  in  16-kg  drums  down  to  £318  in  130-kg  drums. 
Ergometrine  maleate:  100-g  lots  £5  25  g. 
Glucose:  (per  metric  ton  in  10-lots)  mono- 
hydrate  powder  £94;  anhydrous  £175;  liquid  43° 
Baume:  £91  (5-drum  lots). 

Glycerin:  BP  per  metric  ton  —  5-ton  lots  £244; 
1-ton  £247;  250-kg  £253.  In  charged,  non-return- 
able drums. 

Hyoscine  hydrobromide:  £314-14  kg. 
Hyoscyamine  sulphate:  (100-g  lots)  £59  kg. 
Methylated  spirits:  (per  bulk  gal,  delivered)  45- 
gal  drums  minimum  900  gal,  industrial  66  op 
£0-347;  perfumery  quality  68  op  £0-40;  minera- 
lised 64  op  £0-361.  In  tank  wagon,  2,500-gal 
£0-338. 

Hypophosphites:  £  per  kg. 


Calcium 
Iron 

Magnesium 

Potassium 

Sodium 


I2i-kg 

1-  4 

2-  35 
1-98 
1-57 
1-27 


50-kg 

106 

2-27 

1-87 

1-45 

1  -17 


Isoprenaline  sulphate:  1-kg  £18  00  kg. 
Kaolin:  BP  is  £66  per  1,000  kg  in  sacks. 

peroxide:   50-kg  lots  23-25  per  cent 


Magnesium 

£0-59  kg. 
Magnesium 
Magnesium 
£0  59  kg. 
Magnesium 
exsiccated 
Magnesium 


hydroxide 
peroxide: 


BPC 
50-kg 


£560 
lots 


metric  ton. 
23-25  per  cent 


sulphate:    BP    crystals    £46-75;  BP 
£115-40  per  metric  ton,  ex  works, 
trisilicate:  £470  metric  ton. 


Methadone  hydrochloride:  Subject  to  DDA  Regu- 
lations £0-15  per  g  for  100-g  lots. 
Methyl  salicylate:    Per  metric  ton   in  5-ton  lots 

£467-50;   17-ton   £472-50;    500-kg  £477-50. 
Narcotine:  Alkaloid   and  hydrochloride  in  25-kg 
lots  £15  kg. 

Neomycin  sulphate:  5-kg  lots  £36  00  kg. 
Nicotinamide:   (per  kg)    1-kg  £3-40;  5-kg  £2-40. 
Nicotinic  acid:  (per  kg)  1-kg  £2-37;  £3  53;  £2-53. 
Norethynodrel:  £100  per  kg. 

Opiates:  (£  per  kg)  subject  to  DDA  regulations. 


1  kg 

Under 

and  over 

1  kg 

Codeine 

alkaloid 

183-00 

191-00 

hydrochloride 

156-00 

164-00 

phosphate 

140-00 

146-00 

sulphate 

156-00 

164  00 

Diamorphine 

alkaloid 

21200 

223-00 

hydrochloride 

194-00 

203-00 

Ethylmorphine 

hydrochloride 

179  00 

186-00 

Morphine 

acetate 

164-00 

171-00 

alkaloid 

202  00 

211-00 

nydrochloride 

165-00 

172-00 

sulphate 

165  00 

172  00 

tartrate 

198  00 

207-00 

Paraffins:  Prices  withdrawn. 

Penicillin:  Potassium,  sodium  or  procaine,  sterile 
£9  per  1,000  Mu  for  5-25,000  Mu  lots. 
Pholcodine:  1-kg  £198-36;  7-kg  £189-20  kg. 
Phthalylsuphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £1  60  kg. 
Piperazine:  Under  50  kg  lots,  adipate  £100  kg; 
citrate  £0-95;   phosphate  £1-10. 
Progesterone:  £80  per  kg. 

Salicylic  acid:  per  metric  ton  5-ton  lots  £445; 
1-ton  £470;  250-kg  £520. 

Sodium  benzoate:  One-metric  ton  lots  £283-30. 
Sodium    oicarbonate:    BP   £30-21    per   1,000  kg 
minimum  8-metric  ton  lots  delivered  London. 
Sodium  chloride:  Vacuum  dried  £8-73  per  1,000 
kg  in   plastic   sacks  for  6-metric  ton   lots,  ex 
works. 

Sodium  citrate:  £313  00  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  perborate:    (per  1,000  kg)  monohydrate 
£283  50— tetrahydrate  £145-75. 
Sodium  percarbonate:   (per  metric  ton)  £170-75. 
Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  £315  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium   salicylate:    Per  kg   in  5-metric  ton  lots 
£0-54;  1-ton  £0  55;  250-kg  £0-56i;  50-kg  £0-59. 
Sodium  thiosulphate:  £55  per  metric  ton. 
Streptomycin:  £11    kg   base;  dihydrostreptomycin 
£11-5  kg  base. 

Strychnine:  (kg)  alkaloid  £25-00;  sulphate  and 
hydrochloride  £17-00. 

Succinylsulphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £2  40  kg. 
Sulphaguanidine:  BPC  in  250-kg   lots  £2-13  kg. 
Sulphamerazine:  BP  50-kg  lots  £3-12}  per  kg. 
Sulphanilamide:  50-kg  lots  £1-40  kg. 
Sulphaquinoxaline:  Sodium,  BVet  C  in  50-kg  lots 
£4-38  per  kg. 

Sulphathiazole:  50-kg  £1  83  kg. 
Thiamine  hydrochloride:  £9  20  kg;  5-kg  £8  20  kg; 
mononitrate  £9-70  and  £8-70  respectively. 
Vitamin  A:  Oily  1  million  iu  per  g  £8  00  kg;  £7  00 
kg;   dried   acetate  325,000   lu   per  g.   £6-80  kg; 
500,000  iu  £7  30. 

Vitamin  D:  Powder  for  tableting  850,000  lu  per  9 

£22  00  kg;  5-kg  £21-00  kg. 

Vitamin  E:  (per  kg)  £)10  00;  5-kg  lots  £9  00. 


Crude  drugs 

Benzoin:  BPC  £60-£65  cwt  soot;  £58-£63.  cif. 
Ginger:   (ton)   Cochin  new  crop  £345,  cif,  Jan- 
Feb.  Jamaican   No.  3  £870;  Sierra  Leone  £530. 
cif. 

Hydrastis:  Spot  £9-20  kq. 
Mace:  Grenada  No.  2  £2.015  long  ton.  fob. 
Menthol:    Brazilian    £9-50    kg    spot;    £9-40,  cif. 
Chinese  £10-70,  cif. 

Nutmeg:   Grenada  80's   £1.120;   sound  unsorted 

£980;  defectives  £924. 

Nux  vomica:  £125  metric  ton:  £100,  cif. 

Pepper:    (ton   cif.)    Sarawak   black   £580.  white 

£950. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £300  ton  spot:  £280,  cif. 

Valerian:    (metric   ton)    Indian  £470  spot;  £440. 

cif.   Continental   not  offering. 

Waxes:  Bees  nominal  Candelilla  £570  ton  SDOt; 

£545,    cif.    Carnauba    prime   vellow,    spot  £725; 

£^75.  cif;  fatty  £420;  £415.  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £1  33  kq;  £1-32  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Bois  de  rose:  Unobtainable. 

C:nnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  £3  15  kg,  cit.  Bark.  BP. 
F2-20. 

Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £7  00  kg,  cif,  for  80-85.  per 
cent. 

Lemongrass:  £3  80  kg  spot,  £4-30,  cif. 
Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis  Brazilian  £4  40  kq  all 
nositions;  Chinese  £7-50:  Piperata  American  from 
£17-00. 

Petitgrain:  Spot  £1 1  00  kg;  £10  30,  cif. 
Spearmint:   Chinese    no   spot:   £9-00,    cif:  Ame- 
rican £8-50  —  all  per  kg. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
Include  value  added  tax. 


Those  bargains  defined 

Now  that  the  Christmas  rush  is  almost 
over,  we  will  be  visited  shortly  by  various 
representatives  who  will  tell  us  all  about 
the  "New  Year  Bargains".  May  I  submit 
the  following  guide  lines  to  sales  jargon 
in  the  hope  they  may  be  of  some  use  to 
my  colleagues? 

Advance  orders  —  Goods  arrive  after  the 
advertising  stops. 

Bonus  parcel  —  You  will  be  left  with  the 
large  size. 

Chemist's  only  —  Only  if  it  doesn't  catch 
on. 

Entirely  reformulated  —  New  carton. 
Extensive  TV  coverage  —  Every  area  but 
yours. 

Fifteen  to  the  dozen  —  Over  production  at 
the  factory. 

Immediate  delivery  —  He  can't  put  his  car 
in  the  garage. 

Limited  distribution  —  They  can't  call  on 
all  the  corner  shops. 
"Money  Off"  flash  —  Your  profits  cut. 
New  style  package  —  Not  more  than  25 
per  cent  breakages. 

"Pickup  line"  —  They  will  all  be  pinched! 
Sale  or  return  —  The  new  representative 
will  know  nothing  about  this. 
Strict  agency  —  Nobody  else  wants  it. 
Test  marketed  —  All  the  representatives' 
wives  got  one. 

Two  for  the  price  of  one  —  Your  turn- 
over is  halved. 

Universal  acceptance  -  -  The  advertising 
manager  picked  it. 

And  of  course  there  is  the  new  "Ethical''. 
Child-proof  container  —  Buy  a  pair  of 
pliers. 

Foil  wrapped  -  -  Doesn't  fit  in  any  dis- 
pensing container. 

Major  therapeutic  advance  —  Copied  from 
a  competitor. 

New  ethical  concept  —  Somebody's  patent 
ran  out. 

Wide  spectrum        Twice  as  many  side 
effects. 

E.  J.  Soderquest 

Gateshead 


Coming  events 


Thursday,  January  3 

Harrogate  Branch,  Pharmacetical  Society, 
Cairn  Hotel,  Ripon  Road,  Harrogate,  at  8  pm. 
Mr  W.  Darling  on  "Current  affairs". 
Huddersfieid  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Spotted  Cow  Hotel,  New  Hey  Road,  Salendine 
Nook,  Huddersfieid,  at  8  pm.  Mr  A.  Taylor  on 
"Quotations". 

L'verpool,  Birkenhead  and  Wirral,  and  Wallasey 
Branches,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Bebington 
Civic  Centre,  Bebington,  Wirral,  at  8  pm.  Mr 
T.  P.  Astil  (deputy  secretary  of  the  NPU  and 
Chemists'  Defence  Association)  on  "Some 
legal  pitfalls  in  running  a  pharmacy". 
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Trade  marks 


Situations  vacant 


The  Trade  Marks  set  out  below  were  assigned  on  the  21  December 
1972  by  BRISTOL-MYERS  COMPANY  of  345  Park  Avenue,  New 
York.  State  or  New  York  10022.  United  States  ot  America  to 
INTERVET  LABORATORIES  LIMITED  of  Plantation  House,  31-35 
Fenchurch  Street,  London  EC3M  3NN,  WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL 
OF  THE  BUSINESS  IN  WHICH  THEY  WERE  THEN  IN  USE. 

Registered  No.   B931351  —  Trade  Mark  HAEMALIFT 

Pharmaceutical  products  for  prophylactic  use  in  connection 
with,  and  for  the  treatment  of,  anaemia  in  animals. 

Registered  No.  931354  —  Trade  Mark  ELECTEX 

Pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary  preparations  and 
substances. 

Registered  No.  931360  —  Trade  Mark  DEFLATEX 

Veterinary  preparations. 


Pharmaceutical  Wholesaling 
Organisation 

shortly  to  open  premises  in  North  East  requires 
manager. 

Starting  salary  £4,250  plus  commission  and  car. 

Reply  with  full  details  of  background  and  experience 
to  Box  No.  2216 


Shopfitting 


Low  Cost 
Unit 

Shopfronts 

600  Designs 

Hospital 
appointments 


llford  &  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee 
Group  Pharmacy 
DEPUTY  CHIEF  PHARMACIST 
V  (Group) 
Salary    scale    £2,049/2.580    p. a. 
plus  £126  p. a.  London  Weighting. 
Applications  to  Group  Secretary. 
King    George    Hospital,  llford, 
Essex. 


Businessforsale 


MABLETHORPE.  LINCS.  Drug  Store 
(suitable  for  pharmacy).  Situated  in 
excellent  trading  position  in  centre 
of  the  resort.  Freehold  and  Business 
for  sale,  for  details  apply  Fenwick 
&  Mitchell,  Auctioneers,  High  Street. 
Mablethorpe,   Lines.  (3201). 


Take 
36 

Months 
To  Pay 


In  Anodised  Aluminium 

*   Buill  in  Illuminated  Signs 

0  Available  from  stock 

$   Installed  in  2  Days 
on  most  sites 

UNIT  SHOPFRONTS  LTD 

LVP  House.  Park  Royal  Road, 
tondon  N  W  10  7LF. 

PHONE:01- 965- 9712 


SHOPFRONTS  and  Interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists.  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTING.  20  Rudd  Street, 
London.  SE18  6RS  Tel:  01-854 
0343 


VAT  CALCULATIONS? 
TAX  SUMS? 

Let  TOLLEY'S  TAX 
TABLES  help  you. 

The  1973/74  edition  in- 
cludes 30%  income  tax, 
corporation  tax  at  15% 
and  40%  Estate  Duty.  Sur- 
Tax.  and  VAT  ('/„  and 
110%).  Twelve  easy-to- 
read  tables  for  only  50p. 
Send  cheque/P.O.  with 
order  to  TOLLEY  PUB- 
LISHING CO.  Dept.  CD,  44a 
High  St..  Croydon  CR9 
1UU. 


HOW  LONG  TILL 
YOU'RE  PROMOTED? 

Unqualified  assistant  with  a  flair  for  administration  and 
supervision  required  by  Independent  Pharmaceutical 
Organisation  at  their  East  London  Medical  Depot. 
The  salary  offered  will  reflect  the  interest  and  respon- 
sibility this  job  carries. 

Please  write  with  career  details  to: 

The  Manager,  Unichem  Limited, 
Westbury  Road,  Walthamstow,  E.17. 


CHEMIST  OR  PHARMACIST  WITH  INDUSTRIAL  EXPERIENCE 

required  for  quality  control,  supervision  of  manufacture.  Pharma- 
ceutical and  veterinary  products.  Salary  negotiable. 

Apply  in  writing  stating  qualifications  and  experience  to  The 
Managing  Director,  W.  J.  Rendell.  Ltd.,  Ickleford  Manor,  Hitchin. 
Hertfordshire. 


PHARMACIST 

Required  within  Mid-Wales  Development  Area 
by  expanding  company. 

Partnership  available  to  suitable  applicant. 

Replies  to  Box  No.  2215 
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Pharmacy  degree  '71  '72  '73  '74? 

HAVE  SOME 
BIASED  ADVICE 


The  odd  one  excepted,  if  you  have  a 
degree  in  pharmacy  you  have  three 
career  choices. 

You  could  be  seeing  them  as: 

Retail  pharmacy.  Reasonable  money, 
the  possibility  of  setting  up  on  your  own; 
but  you  spend  the  day  counting  tablets 
and  trying  to  be  charming  to  the  citizen 
who  expects  free  medical  advice  with  his 
toilet  rolls  and  quarters  of  Clart  & 
Claggie's  humbugs. 

Hospital  pharmacy.  Money  is  not 
great;  but  prospects  fair  now  that  they've 
reorganised  ("fair",  that  is,  if  you're  happy 
filling  up  ward  baskets  while  you  wait  for 
promotion). 

Our  biased  advice  is:  industry.  Good 
money,  exciting  work,  the  only  opportunity 
you'll  get  to  actually  use  all  you've  learned, 
the  chance  to  do  really  valuable  research 
and  development  work  on  new  drugs  or  in 
their  production.  Particularly  at  Fisons. 


If  you're  not  yet  qualified,  you  will 
have  your  year's  practical  to  do.  Write  to 
us  now  and  we  may  be  able  to  make  some 
attractive  arrangements  for  you.  If  we  do, 
there  will  be  a  guaranteed  job  at  Fisons 
waiting  when  you  finish. 

If  you  are  already  qualified,  you  can 
come  straight  in  to  an  attractive  salary 
and  a  challenge. 

Incidental  to  this,  but  also  important, 
is  our  location  -  you  can  live  in  town  or 
country  and  buy  a  house  for  less  than  the 
earth  (and  we  can  help  with  mortgage- 
finding). 

Contact:  J.  M.  Mills,  Personnel 
Manager,  Fisons  Limited,  Pharmaceutical 
Division,  Bakewell  Road,  Loughborough, 
Leicestershire. 
Telephone: 
Loughborough 
66361. 


m  FISONS 


TRAINEE  BUYER 


Miscellaneous 


Required  for  small  but  expand- 
ing research  and  fine  chemical 
company.  Prospects  of  advance- 
ment to  Purchasing  Manager  in 
future.  Applicants  should  prefer- 
ably have  chemical  knowledge 
and  possibly  technical  qualifica- 
tions. Salary  negotiable,  but  not 
less  than  £1,600  p. a. 
Cambrian  Chemicals  Ltd.,  Suf- 
folk House,  George  Street, 
Croydon  CR9  3QL. 


Agents 


Export  to  Ireland 

Well  known  firm  of  Wholesale 
Chemists  with  excellent  trade 
connections  and  a  warehouse  in 
Dublin,  willing  to  act  as  agents 
or  stockists  for  anyone  seek- 
ing to  expand  their  trade. 
Replies  to  Box  No.  2217 


SHOPKEEPERS 

An  extra  £70.00  per  week  net 
profit  could  be  yours.  Reduce 
or  move  your  stock  to  one  half 
of  the  shop,  and  install  a  Village 
Mini-Laundry. 

Designed  to  fit  easily  and  quickly 
into  a  small  space.  ...  No 
worries  with  stocks,  staff,  debts 
— all  taking  in  CASH.  Have  two 
strings  to  your  bow — a  perfect 
'money  spinner'  for  ANYWHERE 
without  a  launderette. 
For  further  details  write  or 
phone: — 

The  Village  Laundry  Ltd.. 
White  Lion  House, 
White   Lion  Square, 
Hatfield,  Herts. 
Telephone: — Hatfield  67314 


FASHION  JEWELLERY  —  GENTLE- 
MEN you  ca  i't  sell  perfume  In  a 
jam  jar,  it  has  to  be  elegantly  pre- 
sented. The  same  principle  applies 
to  FASHION  JEWELLERY,  our  elegant 
displays  all  marked  with  retail  prices 
Inc.  V.A.T.  can  be  working  for  you 
within  minutes  of  delivery  and  be  a 
credit  to  your  shop.  Our  huge  range 
ensures  lucrative  profits  through 
fast  sales.  Delivery  on  the  spot  no 
waiting.  Contact:  R.  F.  Vernon  & 
Co.,  36  Poman  Road,  Birstall,  Lei- 
cester. Tel:  675327  S.T.D..  Code 
0533.  NOW 


ELECTRIC  RAZORS 

Service — Repairs — Spares 

Braun,  Philishave.  Remington, 
Ronson,  Schick,  Sunbeam,  etc. 


Mains — Battery — Rechargeable 
and  Ronson  Toothbrushes 


Trade: —  Enquiries  Invited 

ELECTRIC    RAZOR  HOSPITAL 

DEPT  M.K.E., 
491  COMMERCIAL  ROAD. 
LONDON  E1  OHE 
01-790  2906 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd. 
34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 
Largest  and  most  exclusive 
selection  of  Necklets.  Brooches. 
Chainbelts.  Dress  Rings.  Ear- 
rings (all  types).  Halr-Orna- 
ments,  etc. 


Wanted 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our 
representative  will  call  anywhere. 
Write  or  telephone  Lawrence 
Edwards  &  Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington 
Close,  Ledbury  Road,  London,  W.11. 
Tel:   Park  3137-8. 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED.  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— Runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  Interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  write 
Robin  Wheeler,  "Maplehurst",  Park 
Lane.  Ashtead,  Surrey. 

GOOD  PRICES  always  paid  for  com- 
plete old  Chemists  shop  interiors, 
including  shelf,  drawer,  and  dispen- 
sing units,  showcases,  jars  etc,  127, 
Pancras  Rd.,  London,  N.W.1.  01-387 
6039. 


For  Sale 


MANLY  MAN'S  BELT.  Nationally 
advertised  "obtainable  from  chem- 
ists". £3  04.  Full  trade  terms.  Order 
by  waist  measurement  from  Manly 
Co.,  23  Freshwater  Parade.  Bishop- 
ric, Horsham,  Sussex.  Telephone 
Horsham  5426. 

LARGE  QUANTITY  of  showrax  shelv- 
ing from  new  shop  for  sale  whole  or 
part.  No  reasonable  offer  refused. 
Phone  578  0173  day. 

APPROXIMATELY  30,000  Clear  Ace- 
tate Tubes  available  size  3|in  internal 
length  by  1  i i n  diameter  fitted  with 
Blue  Cap.  Enquiries  and  offers  to 
Progress  Shaving  Brush  (Vulfix) 
Ltd,  Peel  Road,  Douglas,  Isle  of 
Man. 


Business 
opportunities 

MANUFACTURING  CHEMIST  with 
retail  connections  visiting  Hong 
Kong  in  January  will  carry  out  com- 
missions share  expenses.  Very 
highest  references.  Box  No.  2209. 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  & 

Druggist 

25  New  Street 

Square, 

London, 

EC4A  3JA 

Tel:01-353  3212 
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This  label  can  help  you 
solve  your  problems 

OLNEY  BROS  shopfitters  offer  you  a 
complete  service  from  start  to  finish. 
Beautifully  fitted  interiors  using 
system  80.  Stylish  shopfronts, small 
building  works,  lighting,  heating, even 
flooring  and  suspended  ceilings. Yes 
EVERY  ASPECT  OF  SHOPFITTING 

For  details  of  services  or  just  for 
ideas  send  to.   OLNEY  BROS  LTD. 
jado  house,  northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted.herts      IP  5417-9 


name  

address 


SILESCOL  TUBING 

TRANSLUCENT  SILICONE  RUBBER 

Elastic  at  temperatures  up  to  180/200'C 
Will  not  deteriorate  in  storage 

Q©GO 

ESCO  (RUBBER)  LTD 
14-16  GREAT  PORTLAND  ST.,  LONDON  W1N  5AB 


Ethyl  Alcohol 

(S.VR.) 

Fermentation  and  synthetic 
qualities  both  available  to  British 
Pharmacopoeia  specification. 


James  Burrough  Limited 

Fine  Alcohols  Division  60  Montford  Place  London  SE11 

Tel:  01-735  8131 


INFLUENZA  and  COMMON  COLD'  TABLETS 

(homoeopathic  formula) 
Pack  of  5  bottles  wholesale  £1-15  inc.  VAT 
Retail  48p  per  bottle 

from  A.  NELSON  AND  COMPANY  LIMITED, 

73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1M  6BY 

Telephones  01-629  3118/3119/3205 

Automatic  telephone  answering  service 
available  when  the  Pharmacy  is  closed. 


DON'T  TAX  YOURSELF 

relief  is  at  hand  with 


TOLLEYS  TAX  TABLES 
1973/74  Edition 


The  1973/74  edition  of  these  well-known 
Tables  has  been  completely  revised 
following  the  major  changes  to  tax  rates 
brought  about  by  the  Finance  Act  1971 
and  Finance  Bill  1973.  Twelve  different 
tables  are  now  included  coverina  income 
tax  (basic  and  higher  rates),  investment 
income  surcharge,  grossing  up  tables, 
estate  duty,  corporation  tax,  and  VAT. 

Obtainable  from  leading  booksellers  or 
direct  from  the  publishers. 

Price  50  pence  each  (quantity  discount 
terms  for  orders  of  20  and  over  given  on 
request) 


To 

TOLLEY  PUBLISHING  CO. 

44A  High  Street,  Croydon  CR9  1UU 

(A  Division  of  Benn  Brothers  Ltd.,  Registered 

Office  25  New  Street  Square,  London,  EC4A  3JA 

Registered  Number  51 169C  England) 


Please  send  me  copies  of  TOL LEY'S  TAX 

TABLES  1973/74  edition  for  which  I  enclose  a 
cheque  for  £  

Please  also  send  me  details  of  the  other  Tolley 
publications  and  of  the  Tolley  subscription 
service. 


(signed)   

NAME  (block  letters  please) 

ADDRESS   , 

C  &  D 


Polish  Pharmaceutical  Industry  Offers 


1.  Antibiotics 

2.  Alkaloids 

3.  Enzymes  and  hormones 

4.  Cardiac  glycosides 

5.  Salicylates 

6.  Sulphonamides 

7.  Dextran  and  other  products 

in  qualities  conforming  to  the  latest  world  pharmacopoeias. 
A  wide  range  of  finished  drugs  includes  injections,  tablets, 
ointments,  syrups,  etc. 


exporter: 


Import  and  Export  of  Chemicals  Ltd., 
Pharmaceutical  Products  Division  "CIECH-POLFA" 
Jasna12  P.O.  Box  271, 
00-950  Warszawa,  POLAND 

Detailed  information  is  available  from  our  agents : 

ANGLO-DAL  LTD.,  Chesterfield  House,  Bloomsbury 
Way,  London,  WC1 

Telex :  23825  Cables :  ANGLODAL  London 


